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NOTIFICATION
Addendum
The following communication, dated 30 October 2026, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of New Zealand.

_______________


Title: Draft Unsafe Goods (Consumer Sand Products) Notice 2026 (6 pages, in English), https://www.mbie.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultation-on-draft-unsafe-goods-consumer-sand-products-notice-2026.
The final notice has been issued by the Minister of Commerce and Consumer Affairs under section 31 of the Fair Trading Act 1986. The notice declares certain toys containing sand and decorative, craft or artistic goods containing accessible sand to be unsafe goods unless prescribed asbestos testing requirements have been met. The notice incorporates by reference:
· ISO 22262-2:2026, Air quality — Bulk materials — Part 2: Quantitative determination of asbestos by gravimetric and microscopical methods (50 pages, in English);
· ISO 22262-2:2014, Air quality — Bulk materials — Part 2: Quantitative determination of asbestos by gravimetric and microscopical methods (47 pages, in English);
· ISO 22262-1:2012 Air quality — Bulk materials — Part 1: Sampling and qualitative determination of asbestos in commercial bulk materials (70 pages, in English.
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Description: Since November 2025, New Zealand suppliers have undertaken 23 recalls of consumer sand products following the detection of asbestos contamination, affecting approximately 46,000 units. Research has demonstrated that asbestos fibres may become airborne during normal use of some sand products, creating a risk of inhalation and associated adverse health effects. The proposed measure seeks to prevent the supply of asbestos-contaminated consumer sand products in New Zealand. The use of an internationally recognised testing method and laboratory accreditation requirements intend to provide a consistent and reliable basis for demonstrating compliance. The measure is intended as an interim requirement pending development of longer-term product safety regulation addressing asbestos contamination in consumer sand products (hence the urgency).
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