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NOTIFICATION
Revision
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6.

	1.
	Notifying Member: AUSTRALIA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
FOOD STANDARDS AUSTRALIA NEW ZEALAND (FSANZ)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Imported and domestically produced packaged foods for retail sale in Australia and New Zealand that are required to bear a label, subject to certain exemptions and prohibitions.

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Proposal P1067 – Health Star Rating System: 2nd Call for Submissions and Supporting Documents.; (240 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code/proposals/p1067-health-star-rating-system

	6.
	Description of content: FSANZ has prepared a proposed draft amendment to the Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (the Code) to mandate the display of a Health Star Rating (HSR) symbol on food for sale in Australia and New Zealand. The 2nd call for submissions provides FSANZ's assessment and the proposed draft amendment, which would require the HSR to be calculated using a prescribed algorithm and the HSR symbol to be displayed on the front of most packaged foods for retail sale that are required to bear a nutrition information panel, subject to specified exemptions and prohibitions. 
FSANZ seeks submissions on the proposed regulatory approach to inform its final assessment and a decision on whether to approve, amend or reject the proposed draft amendment.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Diet plays an important role in overall health and wellbeing. Poor diet can contribute to overweight and obesity and increase the risk of diet-related non-communicable diseases. Around two-thirds of the Australian and New Zealand population are currently overweight or obese, and an estimated 15% of deaths in Australasia are attributable to dietary risks. National dietary guidelines emphasise the importance of choosing a variety of nutritious foods and limiting foods high in saturated fat, sugars and sodium.
The Health Star Rating (HSR) system is a front-of-pack nutrition labelling (FoPL) scheme that summarises a food's overall nutritional profile using a simple star rating. Evidence indicates tools such as FoPL, used alongside other broader public health strategies, can improve consumer understanding of the healthfulness of foods and support healthier choices, with interpretive summary indicators like the HSR system generally performing favourably compared to other FoPL systems.
The objective of the HSR system is to provide a quick, easy, standardised way for consumers to compare the nutritional value of similar foods to help them make informed healthier food choices in-line with dietary guidelines.
Most consumers agree the HSR symbol makes it easier to identify healthier foods, and a majority report using the system at least sometimes when shopping. However, even though the system has been implemented on a voluntary basis for over 10 years, low uptake and selective use of the system by industry have limited effective consumer use.
The objective of this proposal is to consider requiring the HSR symbol on foods for sale in Australia and New Zealand to better support healthier food choices and thereby contribute to broader public health efforts to reduce the prevalence of overweight, obesity and diet-related non-communicable diseases in Australia and New Zealand. ; Consumer information, labelling
 

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Australia New Zealand Food Standards Code (English)
Available at: https://www.foodstandards.gov.au/food-standards-code

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined; Notification to Australian and New Zealand Government anticipated May 2027 with adoption (gazettal) to follow shortly after, pending Government consideration.
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined; A three-year transition period has been proposed beginning on the date of gazettal, with a further two-year stock-in-trade period.

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 28 December 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
The assessment summary and proposed approaches are available (in English) from the Food Standards Australia New Zealand website:
P1067 - Health Star Rating System | Food Standards Australia New Zealand
Email: standards.management@foodstandards.gov.au
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
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