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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: AUSTRALIA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): Australia - Australian Capital Territory; New South Wales; Northern Territory; Queensland; South Australia; Tasmania; Victoria; Western Australia

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
National Transport Commission

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [X], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): European Train Control System (ETCS) and associated Command-Control and Signalling (CCS) equipment for railway applications, including ETCS Onboard equipment and subsystems fitted to rolling stock; ETCS Trackside equipment and subsystems; Radio Block Centres (RBCs); Eurobalises and associated equipment; odometry equipment; Specific Transmission Modules (STMs); ETCS Driver-Machine Interfaces; ETCS communications equipment, including GSM-R and FRMCS equipment; and associated ETCS trackside signalling/signage and interoperability constituents.

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Draft National European Train Control System Mandatory Standard; (75 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/AUS/26_05315_00_e.pdf
National Transport Commission
https://www.ntc.gov.au/
Level 3, 600 Bourke Street
MELBOURNE VIC 3000
AUSTRALIA
+61 3 9236 5000

	6.
	Description of content: This is a new measure to standardise specifications for the use of European Train Control System digital train control signalling so that they can be interoperable between rail networks. The standard includes both trackside and on-board requirements. Australian ministers have agreed to a European Train Control System pathway for Australia's National Network for Interoperability. 

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: This standard will support seamless train movement across Australia's states and territories and various rail networks by standardising the implementation of European Train Control System digital signalling so that it is interoperable between networks. Without a standardised signalling approach, accurate identification of train positions and movement authorities/commands could be compromised, creating an unacceptable safety hazard. Moreover, fragmentation of digital signalling would create barriers to productivity and the efficient movement of passengers and freight as trains move between rail networks. ; Protection of human health or safety; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Digital Train Control Technology Interoperability Requirements Assessment - Discussion paper (June 2025)
Consultation feedback report - Scope of Tier 1 mandatory standards for digital train control (October 2025)
European Train Control System Mandatory Standard Consultation Paper (October 2026)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 8 December 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Office of Global Trade Negotiations
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Canberra
Tel: +(61) 2 6261 1111
Email: tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au
Website: https://www.dfat.gov.au/
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