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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: NEW ZEALAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Medium-chain chlorinated paraffins:
"Medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (MCCPs)" means substances that contain either or both of the following:
1. Linear chloroalkanes with carbon chain lengths in the range C14–17 and chlorination levels at or exceeding 45% chlorine by weight:
2. linear C14–17 chloroalkanes of the molecular formula C14H(30−y)Cly (where y ≥ 5), C15H(32−y)Cly (where y ≥ 5), C16H(34−y)Cly (where y ≥ 6), or C17H(36−y)Cly (where y ≥ 6)
Unintentional trace contaminants of medium-chain chlorinated paraffins (MCCPs) in products or articles are persistent organic pollutants if the total concentration of linear C14–17 chloroalkanes, of any of the molecular formulae in paragraph (b) of the above definition, in substances in those products or articles is greater than 3% by weight
MCCPs are used in a wide range of applications, mainly as a secondary plasticiser and flame retardant in polyvinyl chloride (PVC), as extreme pressure additives in metalworking fluids, and as additives to paints, adhesives, sealants, rubbers and other polymeric materials.
Long-chain perfluorocarboxylic acids, their salts, and related compounds:
"Long-chain perfluorocarboxylic acids" or "their salts" means a homologous series of substances with the molecular formula of CnF2n+1COOH (where 8 ≤ n ≤ 20)
"Related compounds" means any substance that is a precursor and may transform to long-chain perfluorocarboxylic acids, where the perfluorinated alkyl moiety—
1. has the formula CnF2n+1 (where 8 ≤ n ≤ 20); and
2. is directly bonded to any chemical moiety other than a fluorine, chlorine, or bromine atom
"Long-chain perfluorocarboxylic acids, their salts, and related compounds" does not include perfluorooctanoic acid (PFOA), its salts, and PFOA-related compounds as listed in this Schedule
LC-PFCAs are used in a wide range of applications, including industrial uses, electronic articles, medical and laboratory devices, food contact materials, paints, fire-fighting foams, personal care products and the automotive industry.

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996, 295 pages, English, https://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1996/30/en/latest/#DLM381222
Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004, 30 pages, English, https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2004/202/en/latest/#DLM271701
Notice under the Legislation Act 2019, 2 pages, English, https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2026-sl5200
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/NZL/26_04836_00_e.pdf
Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport
1 The Terrace, Wellington Central, Wellington 6011
Tel: +64 4 439 7400
Email: info@mfe.govt.nz
Website: https://www.govt.nz/organisations/ministry-for-the-environment/
https://environment.govt.nz/what-government-is-doing/cabinet-papers-and-regulatory-impact-statements/2025-stockholm-convention-chemical-restrictions/

	6.
	Description of content: New Zealand has amended Schedules 1AA and 2A of the Hazardous Substances and New Organisms Act 1996 and Schedule 1 of the Imports and Exports (Restrictions) Prohibition Order (No 2) 2004 to implement decisions made by the 2025 Conference of the Parties under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, to which New Zealand is a Party. 
New Zealand has prohibited from use and production two chemicals, MCCPs (plasticiser and flame retardant) and LC-PFCAs (PFAS with a number of applications, including surface treatments and consumer products).
These prohibitions are subject to some specific exemptions allowing the continued use of the substances, aligning with the specific use exemptions available under the Stockholm Convention. All exemptions are time-limited and are set out in detail in the accompanying statutory instrument.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: POPs are substances which meet four criteria: they are persistent, toxic, bioaccumulative, and they have the potential for environmental transport far away from sources of emissions, including across international borders. POPs have been used in various products including pesticides and industrial chemicals and released during chemical and agriculture processes. New Zealand is a party to the Stockholm Convention, which aims to prohibit, eliminate or restrict the production and use of persistent organic pollutants (POPs).
New Zealand is prohibiting chemicals which have been found to be environmentally harmful and have been adopted by UN Stockholm Convention for global elimination to protect human health and the environment.
Therefore, this intervention is necessary to protect human and animal life and health, and the environment. To meet our international obligations under the Stockholm Convention we must implement restrictions on MCCPs and LC-PFCAs by 16 December 2026.; Protection of animal or plant life or health; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2026-sl5200

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 10 September 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: 16 December 2026

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: Not Applicable
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
Level 5, 15 Stout Street, Wellington 6011; Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6140
Tel: +(644) 89 65126
Email: wto@standards.govt.nz
Website: https://www.mbie.govt.nz/business-and-employment/business/trade-and-tariffs/trade-barriers/
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