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NOTIFICATION
Addendum
The following communication, dated 10 September 2026, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of the United States of America.

_______________


Title: Telecommunications Relay Service ASCII Format Requirement
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Description: In this document, the Federal Communications Commission (Commission) amends its rules to eliminate the requirement that Text Telephone (TTY)-based Telecommunications Relay Services (TRS) be capable of communicating in the American Standard Code for Information Interchange (ASCII) format. By removing this outdated regulatory mandate, the Commission relieves TRS providers of the obligation to maintain costly and obsolete ASCII-compatible hardware and software systems. Eliminating this requirement will reduce inefficiencies, preserve the integrity of the TRS Fund, and allow providers to redirect resources toward modern relay technologies, all without adversely impacting functional equivalence for consumers who rely on TTY-based TRS.
Effective 13 October 2026
91 Federal Register (FR) 57513, 10 September 2026; Title 47 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 64:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-09-10/html/2026-18478.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-09-10/pdf/2026-18478.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-26-56A1.pdf
This proposed rule is identified by CG Docket No. 03-123, GN Docket No. 25-133 and FCC 26-56. The full text of the proposed rule is available from the Commission's website at https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-26-56A1.pdf. Documents are also accessible from the FCC's Electronic Document Management System (EDOCS) by searching the Docket Number. Filings (comments) are accessible at https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/search/search-filings/results?q=(proceedings.name:(%2203-123%22)).
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