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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) [2355]

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [X], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Unlicensed spectrum equipment, direct-to-device (D2D) wireless communication devices, satellite-enabled consumer terminal equipment, spacecraft/satellite payloads and communications systems operating in unlicensed radio frequencies, mobile handsets/smartphones capable of satellite link connection, and related radio frequency (RF) devices; Smartphones for wireless networks (HS code(s): 8517.13); Telephones for cellular networks or for other wireless networks (excl. line telephone sets with cordless handsets, and smartphones) (HS code(s): 8517.14); Machines for the reception, conversion and transmission or regeneration of voice, images or other data, incl. switching and routing apparatus (excl. telephone sets, telephones for cellular networks or for other wireless networks) (HS code(s): 8517.62); Apparatus for the transmission or reception of voice, images or other data, incl. apparatus for communication in a wired or wireless network [such as a local or wide area network] (excl. telephone sets, telephones for cellular networks or for other wireless networks, base stations, apparatus for the reception, conversion and transmission or regeneration of voice, images or other data, and transmission or reception apparatus of heading 8443, 8525, 8527 or 8528) (HS code(s): 8517.69); - Parts : (HS code(s): 8517.7); Transmission apparatus for radio-broadcasting or television, not incorporating reception apparatus (HS code(s): 8525.50); Transmission apparatus for radio-broadcasting or television, incorporating reception apparatus (HS code(s): 8525.60); Product and company certification. Conformity assessment (ICS code(s): 03.120.20); Radio relay and fixed satellite communications systems (ICS code(s): 33.060.30); Satellite (ICS code(s): 33.070.40); Electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) (ICS code(s): 33.100)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Unleashing Unlicensed Spectrum for Direct-to-Device; (15 page(s), in English), (121 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/USA/26_04663_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/USA/26_04663_01_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: Proposed rule - The Federal Communications Commission (Commission or FCC) issues a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) proposes to expand opportunities for direct-to-device (D2D) communications by permitting certain unlicensed devices to communicate with satellites on a non-interference basis. Building on recent market growth and new industry investment in D2D technologies, the NPRM explores adding satellite allocations in specific unlicensed bands, clarifying that equipment may operate within spacecraft, and establishing a flexible regulatory framework that preserves incumbent operations while enabling continued innovation. The Commission seeks comment on technical, licensing, and policy considerations to support expanded D2D connectivity and ensure coexistence with existing services.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Protection of human health or safety; Quality requirements; Harmonization; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
91 Federal Register (FR) 57110, 8 September 2026; Title 47 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 2:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-09-08/html/2026-18282.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-09-08/pdf/2026-18282.pdf
https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-26-51A1.pdf
This proposed rule is identified by ET Docket No. 26-169; FCC 26-51 and provide access to associated documents. The full text of the proposed rule is available from the Commission's website at https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-26-51A1.pdf. Documents are also accessible from the FCC's Electronic Document Management System (EDOCS) by searching the Docket Number. Filings (comments) are accessible at https://www.fcc.gov/ecfs/search/search-filings/results?q=(proceedings.name:(%2226-169%22)).

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 7 December 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Comments are due on or before 9 November 2026 and reply comments are due on or before 7 December 2026. WTO Members and their stakeholders are asked to submit comments to the USA TBT Enquiry Point by or before 4pm Eastern Time on 7 December 2026. Comments received by the USA TBT Enquiry Point from WTO Members and their stakeholders will be shared with the FCC and will also be submitted to the Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) if received within the comment period.
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Please submit comments to: USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point, Email: usatbtep@nist.gov
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