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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: NEW ZEALAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [X], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Consumer products containing sand, including:
· Toys containing sand (whether sand is accessible or sealed within the toy), excluding natural sand intended for sand pits.
· Decorative, craft and artistic goods containing accessible sand.
Indicative ICS codes:
· 97.200.50 Toys
· 97.195 Works of art and handicrafts
· 97.190 Equipment for children
Equipment for children (ICS code(s): 97.190); Items of art and handicrafts. Cultural property and heritage (ICS code(s): 97.195); Toys (ICS code(s): 97.200.50)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Draft Unsafe Goods (Consumer Sand Products) Notice 2026 (6 pages, in English), https://www.mbie.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultation-on-draft-unsafe-goods-consumer-sand-products-notice-2026.
The draft notice would be made under the Fair Trading Act 1986 and would declare certain toys containing sand and decorative, craft or artistic goods containing accessible sand to be unsafe goods unless prescribed asbestos testing requirements have been met. The notice incorporates by reference:
· ISO 22262-2:2026, Air quality — Bulk materials — Part 2: Quantitative determination of asbestos by gravimetric and microscopical methods (50 pages, in English).
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
The draft Unsafe Goods (Consumer Sand Products) Notice 2026 and consultation documents can be found on this Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment webpage: https://www.mbie.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultation-on-draft-unsafe-goods-consumer-sand-products-notice-2026.
Further information and notification of further publications, such as the final unsafe goods notice, can be requested from the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment. Email: wto@standards.govt.nz and productsafetypolicy@mbie.govt.nz.

	6.
	Description of content: The proposed Unsafe Goods (Consumer Sand Products Containing Asbestos) Notice 2026 would prohibit the supply of specified consumer sand products unless suppliers hold evidence demonstrating that the products do not contain asbestos.
The notice would apply to:
· goods that are a toy that is, include, or contain sand; and
· goods that are a decorative, craft or artistic good that are sand or that include or contain accessible sand.
The notice would not apply to sand produced by natural geological processes that is intended to fill sand pits, playgrounds, or other recreational areas.
To demonstrate compliance, suppliers would be required to:
· obtain negative asbestos test results for at least three samples of a product, which includes:
· obtaining testing using Scanning Electron Microscopy with Energy Dispersive X-ray Spectroscopy (SEM-EDX) or Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM) using the applicable procedures specified in ISO 22262-2:2026;
· ensuring testing is conducted by a laboratory accredited to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 by an accreditation body that is a signatory to the International Laboratory Accreditation Cooperation Mutual Recognition Arrangement (ILAC MRA);
· ensure those samples were tested within the 12 months preceding importation (for imported goods) or manufacture (for domestically manufactured goods); and
· have a test certificate, test report, test result, or other document recording the results of the testing and meets specified requirements (such as indicating that no asbestos was detected in the samples tested).
The measure is intended as an interim requirement pending development of longer-term product safety regulation addressing asbestos contamination in consumer sand products.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Since November 2025, New Zealand suppliers have undertaken 23 recalls of consumer sand products following the detection of asbestos contamination, affecting approximately 46,000 units. Research has demonstrated that asbestos fibres may become airborne during normal use of some sand products, creating a risk of inhalation and associated adverse health effects. The proposed measure seeks to prevent the supply of asbestos-contaminated consumer sand products in New Zealand. The use of an internationally recognised testing method and laboratory accreditation requirements intend to provide a consistent and reliable basis for demonstrating compliance.; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
draft Unsafe Goods (Consumer Sand Products Containing Asbestos) Notice 2026 (6 pages, in English).
ISO 22262-2:2026, Air quality — Bulk materials — Part 2: Quantitative determination of asbestos by gravimetric and microscopical methods (50 pages, in English).

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 25 September 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Members may submit written comments via email. Please use the submission form available on the consultation page. The consultation page can be found at https://www.mbie.govt.nz/have-your-say/consultation-on-draft-unsafe-goods-consumer-sand-products-notice-2026.
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
Level 5, 15 Stout Street, Wellington 6011;
Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6140
Tel: +(644) 89 65126
Email: wto@standards.govt.nz and productsafetypolicy@mbie.govt.nz (Consumer Policy Team)
Website: https://www.mbie.govt.nz/business-and-employment/business/trade-and-tariffs/trade-barriers/
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