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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: NEW ZEALAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Seeds, fruits and spores, for sowing (excl. leguminous vegetables and sweetcorn, coffee, tea, maté and spices, cereals, oil seeds and oleaginous fruits, and seeds and fruit used primarily in perfumery, medicaments or for insecticidal, fungicidal or similar purposes) (HS code(s): 1209); Preparations of a kind used in animal feeding (HS code(s): 2309); Medicaments consisting of mixed or unmixed products for therapeutic or prophylactic uses, put up in measured doses "incl. those for transdermal administration" or in forms or packings for retail sale (excl. goods of heading 3002, 3005 or 3006) (HS code(s): 3004); FERTILISERS (HS code(s): 31); Insecticides, rodenticides, fungicides, herbicides, anti-sprouting products and plant-growth regulators, disinfectants and similar products, put up for retail sale or as preparations or articles, e.g. sulphur-treated bands, wicks and candles, and fly-papers (HS code(s): 3808); Plates, sheets, film, foil and strip, of non-cellular plastics, not reinforced, laminated, supported or similarly combined with other materials, without backing, unworked or merely surface-worked or merely cut into squares or rectangles (excl. self-adhesive products, and floor, wall and ceiling coverings of heading 3918) (HS code(s): 3920); Sacks and bags, for the packing of goods, of polyethylene or polypropylene strip or the like (excl. flexible intermediate bulk containers) (HS code(s): 630533)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Waste Minimisation (Agrichemicals and Farm Plastics) Regulations 2026, (12 pages, in English) https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2026/241/en/latest/#LMS1655432.
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/NZL/26_04448_00_e.pdf
Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport
1 The Terrace, Wellington Central, Wellington 6011
Tel: +64 4 439 7400
Email: info@mfe.govt.nz
Website: https://www.govt.nz/organisations/ministry-for-the-environment/

	6.
	Description of content: The Ministry for Cities, Environment, Regions and Transport, in New Zealand, has introduced regulations: Waste Minimisation (Agrichemicals and Farm Plastics) Regulations 2026.
The regulations provide the legal mechanism to fund and deliver the Rural Recycling Scheme. The draft regulations operationalise the proposed regulated product stewardship scheme for agrichemicals and farm plastics by:
· Making scheme participation mandatory for producers of regulated products.
· Establishing regulated product stewardship fees to fund a national take-back and recycling services.
The regulations apply to:
· Agrichemicals sold in plastic containers or drums of 1,000 litres or less (including household pest and weed products).
· Plastic bale wrap and silage sheets.
· Agricultural products sold in: 
· Plastic bags weighing 16–40 kg, and
· Woven polypropylene bags weighing over 40 kg.
Agrichemical means a liquid or solid substance used to—
(i) manage plants or livestock; or
(ii) control pests; or
(iii) regulate plant or livestock health; and
(b) excludes—
(i) products supplied in aerosol form; and
(ii) detergents and sanitisers; and
(iii) vertebrate toxic agents; and
(iv) products intended for domestic use (except for products used in
controlling pests or weeds in a home or garden)
Agricultural product means—
(a) seeds used for sowing, including pasture, arable, horticultural, and specialised
crop seeds:
(b) livestock feeds, including grain-based rations and specialised feeds:
(c) fertilisers, including conventional and speciality fertilisers, used to
enhance horticultural production or crop and pasture growth:
(d) soil and crop inputs used to improve soil structure, fertility, or productivity
(excluding home garden products):
(e) supplements provided in addition to livestock feed and used to support
livestock health, performance, and nutrition.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: New Zealand Farmers need better solutions for rural waste. Not all farmers have access to take-back and recycling services for agrichemicals, their containers, and farm plastics. This contributes to ongoing but avoidable practices, such as on-farm burning, burial or indefinite storage in some rural areas, risking harm to the environment and human health, and losing recyclable materials.
To date, a voluntary user-pays approach, available to some regions of New Zealand, has been used for the management of these waste products. While the approach has made good progress, there is a clear limitation that regulations will overcome including enabling nation-wide access and free-to-use take back services for the in-scope products.
The regulations include requirements for regulated agrichemicals and farm plastics to be sold only in accordance with an accredited scheme and a stewardship fee to cover the products' end-of-life management. The scheme manager will be required to operate a take-back service for regulated products, funded by the product stewardship fee. ; Protection of human health or safety; Protection of animal or plant life or health; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Waste Minimisation (Agrichemicals and Farm Plastics) Regulations 2026, 12 pages, English, https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2026/241/en/latest/#LMS1655432. The Notice of the new regulations under the Legislation Act 2019 is also available here: https://gazette.govt.nz/notice/id/2026-sl4655.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 27 August 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: 1 March 2027

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: Not Applicable
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
Level 5,
15 Stout Street, Wellington 6011;
Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6140
Tel: +(644) 89 65126
Email: wto@standards.govt.nz
Website: https://www.mbie.govt.nz/business-and-employment/business/trade-and-tariffs/trade-barriers/
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