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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) [2350]

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other [X]: In its efforts to refocus agency testing resources on higher-priority crash scenarios and advanced technologies (such as Advanced Driver Assistance Systems (ADAS)) that offer greater potential to save lives, NHTSA is soliciting public comment on proposals to remove two legacy testing protocols—the Dynamic Rollover Resistance Test ('Fishhook' maneuver) and Side Air Bag Out-of-Position (SAB-OOP) testing—and to update the New Car Assessment Program (NCAP) 10-Year Roadmap (spanning 2026–2035). NCAP is a voluntary consumer information program.

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Passenger cars, light trucks, multipurpose passenger vehicles (MPVs), and 12- to 15-passenger vans evaluated under the U.S. New Car Assessment Program (NCAP); Motor cars and other motor vehicles principally designed for the transport of <10 persons, incl. station wagons and racing cars (excl. motor vehicles of heading 8702) (HS code(s): 8703); Motor vehicles for the transport of goods, incl. chassis with engine and cab (HS code(s): 8704); Product and company certification. Conformity assessment (ICS code(s): 03.120.20); Natural and applied sciences (ICS code(s): 07); Road vehicles in general (ICS code(s): 43.020); Crash protection and restraint systems (ICS code(s): 43.040.80)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): New Car Assessment Program (NCAP); Removal of Dynamic Rollover Resistance Test and Side Air Bag Out-of-Position Testing; Updates to NCAP's 10-Year Roadmap; (11 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/USA/26_04329_00_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: Request for comments - The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) is requesting public comment on a proposal to remove two legacy test procedures from its signature consumer information program, the New Car Assessment Program (NCAP): the Dynamic Rollover Resistance Test (specifically, the "Fishhook" maneuver) and the Side Air Bag Out-of- Position (SAB-OOP) testing protocols. The Agency believes these program elements have achieved their original safety goals. This notice also proposes updates to both the mid- and long-term components of the 10- year roadmap established for future NCAP upgrades. These proposed changes are intended to modernize NCAP, focus resources on crash scenarios and technologies with the greatest potential for injury reduction, and ensure the program continues to provide the most impactful safety information to the public.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Consumer information, labelling; Protection of human health or safety; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
91 Federal Register (FR) 53339, 17 August 2026:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-17/html/2026-16735.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-17/pdf/2026-16735.pdf
This notice is identified by Docket Number NHTSA-2026-1651. The Docket Folder is available from Regulations.gov at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/NHTSA-2026-1651/document and provides access to documents as well as comments received. Documents are also accessible from Regulations.gov by searching the Docket Number.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 16 October 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
WTO Members and their stakeholders are asked to submit comments to the USA TBT Enquiry Point by or before 4pm Eastern Time on 16 October 2026. Comments received from WTO Members and their stakeholders will be shared with NHTSA and will also be submitted to the Docket on Regulations.gov if received within the comment period.
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Please submit comments to the USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point via email: usatbtep@nist.gov
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