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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: NEW ZEALAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry of Health

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [X], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Inorganic oxygen compounds of non-metals (excl. diphosphorus pentaoxide, oxides of boron, carbon dioxide and silicon dioxide) (HS code(s): 281129)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Customs Import Prohibition (Nitrous Oxide) Order 2026; (3 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/NZL/26_04252_00_e.pdf
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/secondary-legislation/pco-drafted/2026/170/en/latest/#LMS1612870
Ministry of Health
133 Molesworth Street, Thorndon, Wellington
Wellington 6011
Tel.: +64 496 2000
Fax: N/A
E-mail: info@health.govt.nz

	6.
	Description of content: The measure prohibits the import of nitrous oxide without a permit from the Director-General of Health. Permits may be issued if the Director-General is satisfied that the nitrous oxide is intended for a lawful purpose, and the importer will take reasonable steps to avoid diversion to unlawful use. Permits are issued at no charge to the importer. 

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: This measure is intended to reduce harm to human health from the use of nitrous oxide as a psychoactive substance, while not impeding legitimate use. It came into force on publication on 5 June to immediately address the harm occurring. It was also necessary for the measure to take effect immediately to avoid individuals defeating the purpose of the measure by stockpiling, or heavily discounting, nitrous oxide in the intervening period between publication and effect.; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
-

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 2 June 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: 5 June 2026

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: Not Applicable
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
Level 6,
15 Stout Street, Wellington 6011;
Private Bag 2439, Wellington 6140
Tel: +(644) 89 65126
Email: wto@standards.govt.nz
Website: https://www.mbie.govt.nz/business-and-employment/business/trade-and-tariffs/trade-barriers/
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