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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: THE STATE OF KUWAIT
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Kuwait Standards & Metrology Department (KOWSMD)
Public Authority for Industry (PAI)
P.O. BOX: 4690, Safat
13047 Kuwait
Tel.: +965 253 02 630
Fax: +965 253 02 625
E-mail: Enquiry_point@pai.gov.kw
Website: http://www.pai.gov.kw

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Food offered for order, sale, display, listing or serving by food establishments providing food to consumers outside the home, including physical menus, electronic menus, websites and electronic food-ordering platforms. HS codes: not applicable.

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Draft Technical Regulation: Disclosure of Food Allergens in Menus of Food Establishments Providing Food to Consumers Outside the Home (GSO 2605:2024).; (12 page(s), in Arabic)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/KWT/26_04178_00_x.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: This notification concerns the conversion of the Gulf standard GSO 2605:2024, "Disclosure of Food Allergens in Menus of Food Establishments Providing Food to Consumers Outside the Home", from a voluntary standard into a mandatory technical regulation. The draft technical regulation establishes requirements for the disclosure of food allergen ingredients in menus of food establishments that provide food to consumers outside the home, including physical menus, electronic menus, websites and electronic food-ordering platforms.
The notified text includes amendments to clause 1.3.1 and clause 20.4. The amendment to clause 1.3.1 clarifies and expands the scope of application to include food establishments such as restaurants, cafés, bakeries, cafeterias, cloud kitchens, foods provided by productive families, mobile food trucks, and websites of the food establishments covered by the regulation, in addition to electronic food-ordering platforms. The amendment to clause 20.4 requires allergen information to be provided in Arabic and English, while allowing additional languages provided that the wording does not differ from the Arabic text.
The draft regulation also includes a provision allowing food establishments, as an additional preventive measure, to provide epinephrine auto-injectors and antihistamines for responding to severe food allergy incidents, in accordance with applicable health regulations and requirements. Item no 26.4
The draft also includes requirements on clear and accessible allergen disclosure for each food item, use of wording such as "contains …" or "may contain …", disclosure through pictograms where appropriate, responsibilities of food establishments and suppliers, disclosure in buffet service and mobile kiosks, and training of employees to avoid cross-contamination.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The proposed technical regulation aims to protect public health and consumer safety by ensuring the disclosure of food allergens in menus of food establishments providing food to consumers outside the home. The conversion of GSO 2605:2024 from a voluntary standard into a mandatory technical regulation is justified by the importance of allergen disclosure in protecting consumers and strengthening food safety controls.
The importance of the proposed measure is as follows:
- Protecting individuals who suffer from allergies to certain food ingredients and reducing health risks that may lead to serious complications.
- Enhancing the principle of transparency and disclosure by food establishments regarding the ingredients of meals provided to consumers.
- Enabling consumers to make safe and informed food choices.
- Unifying regulatory practices and improving compliance with health requirements across all food establishments.
- Keeping pace with regional and international best practices in the field of food safety.
The objective of the proposed regulation is the protection of human health and safety, consumer information, and the improvement of food safety practices. No urgent problems are identified.; Consumer information, labelling; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
GSO 9, Labelling of Prepackaged Foodstuffs.
GSO 1021, Foods for Special Dietary Use for Persons Intolerant to Gluten.
GSO 2604, Guideline for Placing Calories on Menus of Food Establishments Providing Food to Consumers Outside the Home.
GSO 2485, Hygienic Requirements for Restaurants, Banquet Kitchens, fast-Food Restaurants, Fixed and Mobile Cafeterias, Catering Kitchens, Juice Shops and Hotels.
GSO 2605:2024, Disclosure of Food Allergens in Menus of Food Establishments Providing Food to Consumers Outside the Home.
Food Standards Agency: Food allergen labelling and information requirements under EU Regulation No. 1169/2011.
Request to convert GSO 2605:2024 from a voluntary standard into a mandatory technical regulation.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 30 days from final date for comments
Proposed date of entry into force: 6 months from adoption

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 10 October 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Standard and Metrology Department (KOWSMD)
P.O. Box: 4690
Safat
Safat 13047
Tel: +(965) 253 026 30
Fax: +(965) 253 026 25
Email: Enquiry_point@pai.gov.kw
Website: http://www.pai.gov.kw/
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