	
	 

	[image: ]
	

	
	[bookmark: bmkSymbols]G/TBT/N/USA/1849/Add.1


	
	[bookmark: bmkDate]5 August 2026

	[bookmark: bmkSerial](26-5570)
	Page: 1/2

	Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade
	[bookmark: bmkOriginalLanguage]Original: English



[bookmark: bmkSymbols2]G/TBT/N/**/**/Add.*

- 2 -

[bookmark: spsSymbolHeader]G/TBT/N/USA/1849/Add.1

- 2 -

NOTIFICATION
Addendum
The following communication, dated 4 August 2026, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of the United States of America.

_______________


Title: Accessible Lavatories on Single-Aisle Aircraft and Ensuring Safe Accommodations for Air Travelers With Disabilities Using Wheelchairs

	[bookmark: _Hlk24973414]Reason for Addendum:

	[ ]
	Comment period changed - date: 

	[ ]
	Notified measure adopted - date: 

	[ ]
	Notified measure published - date: 

	[ ]
	Notified measure enters into force - date: 

	[ ]
	[bookmark: _Ref40866877]Text of final measure available from[footnoteRef:2]:  [2:  This information can be provided by including a website address, a pdf attachment, or other information on where the text of the final/modified measure and/or interpretive guidance can be obtained.] 


	[ ]
	Notified measure withdrawn or revoked - date: 
Relevant symbol if measure re-notified: 

	[ ]
	Content or scope of notified measure changed and text available from1: 
New deadline for comments (if applicable): 

	[ ]
	Interpretive guidance issued and text available from1: 

	[X]
	Other: 
Notification of enforcement discretion
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/USA/26_04085_00_e.pdf



Description: The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT or Department) is extending its previously announced enforcement discretion for four provisions of the final rule on "Ensuring Safe Accommodations for Air Travelers With Disabilities Using Wheelchairs" (Wheelchair Rule I) related to airline liability for mishandled wheelchairs, refresher training frequency, pre-departure notifications, and fare difference reimbursements from 31 December 2026 to 30 April 2027. To maintain regulatory consistency, the Department is also expanding this enforcement discretion to include the 12-month hands-on training mandate for flight attendants regarding on-board wheelchair (OBW) assistance and lavatory accessibility in the final rule titled "Accessible Lavatories on Single-Aisle Aircraft" (Accessible Lavatory Rule). These provisions will be formally addressed in an upcoming rulemaking titled "Airline Obligations to Accommodate Air Travelers with Disabilities Using Wheelchairs" (Wheelchair Rule II). This extension is necessary to allow sufficient time for the Department to review and analyze public comments, and to make final determinations regarding the content of the final rule. This exercise of enforcement discretion is intended to remove the burden of complying with the requirements under review by DOT and does not prejudge the outcome of the new rulemaking. This notice does not affect the enforcement of requirements in the Accessible Lavatory Rule other than the one identified.
DATES: As of 4 August 2026, enforcement of 14 CFR 382.125(e), 382.130(a), 382.132, and the at least once every 12-month training requirements found in §§ 382.141(a)(6) and 14 CFR 382.63(h)(1) are delayed until 30 April 2027.
91 Federal Register (FR) 49272, 4 August 2026; Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 382:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/html/2026-15835.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-04/pdf/2026-15835.pdf
This action is identified by Docket Numbers DOT-OST-2021-0137 and DOT-OST-2022-0144. The Docket Folders are available from Regulations.gov at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/DOT-OST-2021-0137/document and https://www.regulations.gov/docket/DOT-OST-2022-0144/document provides access to primary and supporting documents as well as comments received. Documents are also accessible from Regulations.gov by searching the Docket Number.
Accessible Lavatories on Single-Aisle Aircraft, Final Rule; identified by Docket No. DOT-OST-2021-0137 (associated with the NPRM notified in G/TBT/N/USA/1849), 88 Federal Register (FR) 50020, 1 August 2023; Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 382:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-08-01/html/2023-16178.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2023-08-01/pdf/2023-16178.pdf
The following actions were not subject to notification and are identified by Docket No. DOT-OST-2022-0144, Ensuring Safe Accommodations for Air Travelers with Disabilities Using Wheelchairs:
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM)
89 Federal Register (FR) 17766, 12 March 2024; Title 14 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 382:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-03-12/html/2024-04729.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-03-12/pdf/2024-04729.pdf
Final Rule, 89 FR 102398, 17 December 2024:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-17/html/2024-29731.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-17/pdf/2024-29731.pdf
Notification of enforcement discretion, 90 FR 9953, 20 February 2025:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-02-20/html/2025-02817.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-02-20/pdf/2025-02817.pdf
Notification of enforcement discretion, 90 FR 24319, 10 June 2025:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-06-10/html/2025-10496.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-06-10/pdf/2025-10496.pdf
Notification of enforcement discretion, 90 FR 46751, 30 September 2025:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-09-30/html/2025-18980.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-09-30/pdf/2025-18980.pdf
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