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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), Department of Transportation [2345]

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [X], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): High-speed passenger trainsets; Self-propelled high-speed railway passenger vehicles; High-speed locomotives and power cars; Passenger railway coaches used in high-speed service; Magnetic levitation (maglev) rail systems operating above 220 mph; Railway rolling stock designed for operation above 160 mph; Railway noise emission control systems and associated equipment (as incorporated into covered rolling stock); Rail locomotives powered from an external source of electricity or by electric accumulators (HS code(s): 8601); Rail locomotives (excl. those powered from an external source of electricity or by accumulators); locomotive tenders (HS code(s): 8602); Self-propelled railway or tramway coaches, vans and trucks (excl. those of heading 8604) (HS code(s): 8603); Railway or tramway passenger coaches, not self-propelled; luggage vans, post office coaches and other special purpose railway or tramway coaches, not self-propelled (excluding those of heading 86.04). (HS code(s): 8605); Parts of railway or tramway locomotives or rolling stock, n.e.s. (HS code(s): 8607); Noise emitted by means of transport (ICS code(s): 17.140.30); Tractive stock (ICS code(s): 45.060.10); Trailing stock (ICS code(s): 45.060.20)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): High-Speed Train Noise Emission Standards; (18 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/USA/26_04062_00_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: Notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM); request for comments - This NPRM seeks to amend the noise emission regulations to address the unique noise emission characteristics of trains operating at speeds exceeding 160 miles per hour (mph). Specifically, the proposed regulation would provide an alternative standard for noise emissions from train operations exceeding 160 mph, up to 220 mph, and also provide a special approval process for noise emissions from train operations exceeding 220 mph. This alternative noise emission standard and compliance process would effectively remove an existing regulatory barrier to the railroad industry for high-speed rail operations, while continuing to protect public health and welfare. Existing noise emission limits for all train operations at speeds up to 160 mph would continue to apply, and these existing limits would remain available for demonstrating compliance at higher speeds as well.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Protection of human health or safety; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
91 Federal Register (FR) 48823, 3 August 2026; Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 210:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-03/html/2026-15724.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-08-03/pdf/2026-15724.pdf
This NPRM; request for comments is identified by Docket Number FRA-2025-0786. The Docket Folder is available from Regulations.gov at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FRA-2025-0786/document and provides access to primary and supporting documents as well as comments received. Documents are also accessible from Regulations.gov by searching the Docket Number.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 2 October 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
WTO Members and their stakeholders are asked to submit comments to the USA TBT Enquiry Point by or before 4pm Eastern Time on 2 October 2026. Comments received by the USA TBT Enquiry Point from WTO Members and their stakeholders will be shared with FRA and submitted to the Docket if received within the comment period. Comments received after that date will be considered to the extent practicable.
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Please submit comments to: USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point, Email: usatbtep@nist.gov.
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