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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: NEW ZEALAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)
Level 1, Stewart Dawson's Corner
366 Lambton Quay
Wellington 6011
New Zealand
Ph: +64 4 916 2426
Email: Reassessments@epa.govt.nz

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Paint (under heading 3208 and 3209)
Graphic materials (under heading 9608 and 9609)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Graphic Materials Group Standard amendment – consultation document – APP205008; (35 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
General information regarding the EPA's proposals is available here:
https://www.epa.govt.nz/public-consultations/open-consultations/proposed-amendments-to-the-graphic-materials-group-standard/
All documents relating to this proposal are available here:
https://www.epa.govt.nz/database-search/hsno-application-register/view/APP205008/
The proposal document is available at the following link:
https://www.epa.govt.nz/assets/FileAPI/hsno-ar/APP205008/APP205008-Consultation-Document.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: The New Zealand Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) is proposing to amend the Graphic Materials Group Standard 2020:
1. We propose to amend the definition of child for the purposes of the group standard (from 0 to 12 years) to 0 to up to 8 years.
2. We propose to amend the definition of graphic materials in the group standard to exclude negligible risk items such as pens and pencils, so these graphic materials are no longer regulated under HSNO.
3. We propose to amend the wording in the scope (clause 4) to explicitly state that the group standard applies to products that do not trigger a hazard classification but contain one or more hazardous ingredients.
4. We propose that a substance can be assigned to the group standard if it is classified for a human health hazard in New Zealand only because New Zealand uses lower GHS cut-off thresholds for mixtures. This would only apply where the same substance would not be classified by recognised international regulators
5. We propose that graphic materials that trigger a hazard classification in New Zealand only because New Zealand applies lower GHS cut-off thresholds for mixtures are exempt from complying with the Labelling Notice, where the same materials would not be classified by recognised international regulators.
We propose that graphic materials that trigger a hazard classification in New Zealand only because New Zealand applies lower GHS cut-off thresholds for mixtures are exempt from complying with the SDS Notice, where the same materials would not be classified by recognised international regulators.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The aim of these proposals is to clarify and make it easier to comply with the group standard.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Graphic Materials Group Standard amendment – consultation document – APP205008, 35 pages, English

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: 6 months from adoption

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 27 September 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA)
Level 1, Stewart Dawson's Corner
366 Lambton Quay
Wellington 6011
New Zealand
Ph: +64 4 916 2426
Email: Reassessments@epa.govt.nz
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