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NOTIFICATION
Revision
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6.

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (ATF), Department of Justice (DOJ)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Firearms; Firearms and similar devices which operate by the firing of an explosive charge, e.g. sporting shotguns and rifles, muzzle-loading firearms, Very pistols and other devices designed to project signal flares only, pistols and revolvers for firing blank ammunition, captive-bolt humane killers and line-throwing guns (excl. revolvers and pistols of heading 9302 and military weapons) (HS code(s): 9303); Weapons (ICS code(s): 95.060)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Removing Factoring Criteria for Firearms With Attached ''Stabilizing Braces''; (10 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/USA/26_02412_00_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: Notice of proposed rulemaking - The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (''ATF'') is proposing to amend Department of Justice (''Department'') regulations on firearms with attached stabilizing braces. Courts have found that ATF's revisions in the 2023 final rule (notified as G/TBT/N/USA/1739/Add.1) on the same topic violated the Administrative Procedure Act. Several courts have enjoined, stayed, or vacated the final rule, which has rarely been in effect. ATF is therefore proposing to remove from the regulatory definitions of ''rifle'' the two paragraphs added by the 2023 final rule that defined the term ''designed or redesigned, made orremade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder.''

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade; Cost saving and productivity enhancement 

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
91 Federal Register (FR) 24453, 6 May 2026; Title 27 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 478 and 479:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-05-06/html/2026-08930.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-05-06/pdf/2026-08930.pdf
This notice of proposed rulemaking is identified by Docket Number ATF-2026-0335. The Docket Folder is available on Regulations.gov at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/ATF-2026-0335/document and provides access to primary documents as well as comments received. Documents are also accessible from Regulations.gov by searching the Docket Number.
Previous actions notified under the symbol G/TBT/N/USA/1739 are identified by Docket Numbers ATF-2021-0002 and ATF 2021R-08F.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 4 August 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
WTO Members and their stakeholders are asked to submit comments to the USA TBT Enquiry Point by or before 4pm Eastern Time on 4 August 2026. Comments received by the USA TBT Enquiry Point from WTO Members and their stakeholders will be shared with ATF and will also be submitted to the Docket on Regulations.gov if received within the comment period.
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Please submit comments to: USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point, Email: usatbtep@nist.gov
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