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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED KINGDOM
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (DEFRA)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Ink, whether or not concentrated or solid (excl. printing ink) (HS code(s): 321590) - Chemical/Substances used in the formulation of Tattoo inks or permanent makeup. 

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): UK REACH Restriction on Substances in Tattoo Inks and Permanent Make-up; (11 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/GBR/26_01788_00_e.pdf
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Group
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
TBTEnquiriesUK@trade.gov.uk

	6.
	Description of content: This legislation will place restrictions in the UK on the use and placing on the market of mixtures containing certain hazardous substances for tattooing procedures and Permanent Make Up (PMU) treatments. 
The restriction will apply concentration limits to substances classified in the GB mandatory classification and labelling list as: Carcinogen category 1A, 1B and 2; Germ cell mutagen category 1A, 1B and 2; Reproductive toxicant category 1A, 1B and 2; Skin sensitising category 1, 1A and 1B; Skin corrosive category 1, 1A, 1B and 1C substances; and Serious eye damaging category 1 substances.
Restriction conditions will also apply to substances listed in Annexes 2 and 4 of the Cosmetic Product Regulations, that are prohibited from use in cosmetics. 
The restriction will also apply labelling requirements to mixtures for tattooing purposes with substances in scope of the restriction. This includes specific labelling requirements to clearly communicate the use of pH regulators, as well as allergen warnings for mixtures containing nickel or chromium (VI).

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The hazardous substances identified in tattoo inks and PMU present a risk to human health. The substances in question are carcinogenic, mutagenic, toxic to reproduction, skin sensitising, corrosive and eye damaging. The proposed measures are deemed as the most appropriate method to address the identified risks.; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
· Decision Report
· GB Mandatory Classification and Labelling list
· Cosmetic Product Regulation
· UK REACH Regulation
· HSE Final Opinions

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: December 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: December 2028 for formulators and suppliers. 
With an additional date of December 2029 for tattoo artists and PMU professionals to use up non-compliant inks.

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 30 May 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Group
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
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