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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: AUSTRALIA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Baby bath aids

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Limited review of the mandatory safety standard for Baby bath aids; (8 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://consultation.accc.gov.au/accc/baby-bath-aids-mandatory-standard-limited-review/

	6.
	Description of content: The mandatory standard for baby bath aids (the mandatory standard) Consumer Goods (Baby Bath Aids) Safety Standard 2017 was introduced in 2005 to address the drowning deaths of infants while using baby bath aids in Australia. It was updated in 2017 to improve the permanence and legibility of the safety warnings. It covers requirements for warning statement labelling and the testing of these warning labels to ensure permanency and legibility.
The mandatory standard currently references the 2013 version of the voluntary US standard for infant bath seats (ASTM F1967) subclauses 7.3.1, 7.3.3, and 7.3.4 for the determination of warning label permanence.
The ACCC is conducting a limited review of the mandatory standard. The purpose of this limited review is to seek stakeholder views about:
· increasing compliance options by referencing appropriate overseas standards that provide an equivalent or better level of safety
· whether adding dynamic references is appropriate - so updates to referenced voluntary standards flow through to the mandatory standard.
The limited review seeks views about allowing suppliers to comply with the most recent version of the voluntary US and European standards:
· ASTM F1967:2024 — Standard Consumer Safety Specification for Infant Bath Seats
· I.S. EN 17022:2018 — Child care articles – Bathing aids – Safety requirements and test methods
· I.S. EN 17072:2018 — Child care articles - Bath tubs, stands and non-standalone bathing aids - Safety requirements and test methods
Including these voluntary overseas standards as compliance options would provide regulatory flexibility by offering suppliers alternative options for complying with the mandatory standard.
Significant changes such as altering the scope of the mandatory standard or other major requirements (such as performance measures) are not being considered in this limited review.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The objective of the mandatory safety standard is to reduce the risk of babies drowning or acquiring permanent brain injury from the use of baby bath aids. It provides suppliers of baby bath aids with warning statements that are required to be included on the baby bath aid and its packaging and specifies a permanency test and colour contrast requirements for these warning labels.
Referencing voluntary international standards, alongside the voluntary Australian standard, reduces the regulatory burden on suppliers by reducing administrative, testing and compliance costs where a product already conforms to the requirements of the specified voluntary standard.; Consumer information, labelling; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Current mandatory safety standard – Consumer Goods (Baby Bath Aids) Safety Standard 2017
ACCC Product Safety page – Baby bath aids mandatory standard
Consultation for limited review of baby bath aids – https://consultation.accc.gov.au/accc/baby-bath-aids-mandatory-standard-limited-review/
The voluntary European and US standards are available for purchase from Intertek Inform or Accuris.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: Not applicable - we are consulting on whether the mandatory safety standard should be updated.
Proposed date of entry into force: Not applicable.

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 7 April 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Office of Global Trade Negotiations
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Canberra
Tel: +(61) 2 6261 1111
Email: tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au
Website: https://www.dfat.gov.au/
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