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NOTIFICATION
Addendum
The following communication, dated 14 January 2026, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of the United States of America.

_______________


Title: Pipeline Safety: Class Location Change Requirements
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	Notified measure adopted - date: 
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	Notified measure enters into force - date: 16 March 2026
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Description: The Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration (PHMSA) is updating its regulations to allow operators to apply modern risk management principles in addressing the safety of gas pipelines affected by class location changes. Relying on an approach originally developed in the 1950s, PHMSA's regulations use class locations to provide an additional margin of safety in the design, construction, testing, operation, and maintenance of gas pipelines based on population density. When the class location of a pipeline changes due to an increase in population density, an operator may need to take certain actions to confirm or to revise the maximum allowable operating pressure of a segment. Because the methods traditionally used for that purpose do not account for modern risk management principles, PHMSA has granted special permits for more than two decades allowing operators to use an integrity-management-based alternative. This final rule adopts that 'IM alternative' by regulation to provide operators with an additional method for confirming or restoring the maximum allowable operating pressure of certain eligible segments that experience class location changes.
This rule is effective 16 March 2026. The incorporation by reference of certain material listed in this rule is approved by the Director of the Federal Register as of 16 March 2026. Comment related to the information collection may be submitted by 16 March 2026, as detailed in Section VII.H.
91 Federal Register (FR) 1608, 14 January 2026; Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 192:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-01-14/html/2026-00566.htm
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