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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: JAPAN
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (MAFF)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Bull (beef cattle) and boar for breeding; Live bovine animals (HS 0102); Live swine (HS 0103) 

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Amendment of the grading criteria for bull (beef cattle) and boar for breeding; (7 page(s), in Japanese), (4 page(s), in Japanese)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/JPN/26_00072_00_x.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/TBT/JPN/26_00072_01_x.pdf
Japan Enquiry Point
International Trade Division,
Economic Affairs Bureau,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Fax: (+81 3) 5501 8343
E-mail: enquiry@mofa.go.jp

	6.
	Description of content: This is to notify the proposed revision of the grading criteria for bull (beef cattle) and boar used for breeding in Japan. The grading criteria related to breed, ability, and body type have been set respectively, and only the criteria of ability, which is not applied to imported bull and boar, will be revised in the proposed revision. The background is as follows:
Males of domesticated animals used for breeding shall obtain a breeding certificate from the Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries in accordance with the Act on Improvement and Increased Production of Livestock.
In the breeding certificate, grades according to breed, ability and body type are described, and the grades are determined based on the criteria published by MAFF.
The grading criteria for bull (beef cattle) and boar will be revised to conform with the Livestock Improvement and Growth Target published in April 2025.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: To promote the improvement and breeding of livestock.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
This revision is to be published in the Official Gazette, "KANPO". (Available in Japanese)
Act on Improvement and Increased Production of Livestock
https://laws.e-gov.go.jp/law/325AC0000000209 
Ministerial Order for enforcement of the Act on Improvement and Increased Production of Livestock
https://laws.e-gov.go.jp/law/325M50010000096/20201001_502M60000200064
Relevant notifications:
· G/TBT/N/JPN/689

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: March 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: April 2026

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 8 March 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Japan TBT Enquiry Point
International Trade Division
Economic Affairs Bureau
Ministry of foreign Affairs (MOFA)
2-2-1, Kasumigaseki
Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo
100-8919
Tel: +(81 3) 5501 83 44
Fax: +(81 3) 5501 83 43
Email: enquiry@mofa.go.jp
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