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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) [2285]

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [X], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Light-duty vehicles fuel economy; Quality (ICS code(s): 03.120); Test conditions and procedures in general (ICS code(s): 19.020); Passenger cars. Caravans and light trailers (ICS code(s): 43.100)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): The Safer Affordable Fuel-Efficient (SAFE) Vehicles Rule III for Model Years 2022 to 2031 Passenger Cars and Light Trucks; (219 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/USA/25_08737_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/USA/25_08737_01_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/USA/25_08737_02_e.pdf

	6.
	Description of content: Notice of proposed rulemaking - The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), on behalf of the Department of Transportation (DOT), proposes to substantially recalibrate the Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE) program to realign this program with Congressional intent. That recalibration includes proposing to amend DOT's fuel economy standards for light-duty vehicles for model years (MYs) 2022-2026 and MYs 2027-2031. Consistent with statutory requirements, the fuel economy standards proposed in this rule are founded on light-duty vehicles powered by gasoline and diesel fuels, a category that includes non-plug-in hybrid vehicles. In formulating the proposed standards, NHTSA has not considered, consistent with law, the imputed fuel-economy performance of battery-powered electric vehicles (EVs) or the electric operation of vehicles that use plug-in hybrid electric powertrains, nor compliance credits or adjustments to the two-cycle fuel economy test procedures to account for air conditioning and off-cycle technologies. NHTSA also is proposing to eliminate the inter-manufacturer credit trading system and to amend the light-duty vehicle fleet classification system to allocate vehicles into passenger and non-passenger automobile fleets appropriately, based on their attributes and capabilities, starting in MY 2028. Elimination of unlawful considerations, combined with several of the proposed changes, would significantly improve the capabilities of manufacturers to meet fuel economy standards, better align the program with Congressional intent, and reduce manufacturer incentives to design vehicles and add features that are not desired by American consumers and that have questionable real-world fuel economy benefits. NHTSA is therefore proposing to set fuel economy standards that increase from newly proposed MY 2022 standards at a rate of 0.5 percent per year through MY 2026, followed by 0.25 percent per year through MY 2031, with MY 2027 stringency established as a bridge between the two sets of standards. The reduced stringency increases in later years, coupled with a reevaluation of the coefficients that define the functions governing fuel economy standards, are intended to establish maximum feasible standards in a manner that gains real-world fuel-economy-benefits, while enabling the industry to adapt to the proposed substantial recalibration of the CAFE program. NHTSA projects that the amended standards would correspond to the industry fleetwide average for all light-duty vehicles of roughly 34.5 miles per gallon (mpg) in MY 2031.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Quality requirements; Cost saving and productivity enhancement

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
90 Federal Register (FR) 56438, 5 December 2025; Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 523, 531, 533, 536, and 537:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-12-05/html/2025-22014.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2025-12-05/pdf/2025-22014.pdf
This notice of proposed rulemaking is identified by Docket Number NHTSA-2025-0491. The Docket Folder is available on Regulations.gov at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/NHTSA-2025-0491/document and provides access to primary documents as well as comments received. Documents are also accessible from Regulations.gov by searching the Docket Number.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 20 January 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
WTO Members and their stakeholders are asked to submit comments to the USA TBT Enquiry Point by or before 4pm Eastern Time on 20 January 2026. Comments received from WTO Members and their stakeholders will be shared with the NHTSA and will also be submitted to the Docket on Regulations.gov if received within the comment period.
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Please submit comments to: USA WTO TBT Enquiry Point, Email: usatbtep@nist.gov
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