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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: AUSTRALIA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Motor vehicles for the transport of >= 10 persons, incl. driver (HS code(s): 8702); Road vehicles in general (ICS code(s): 43.020)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): 
· Exposure Draft—Vehicle Standard (Australian Design Rule 114/00 - Carbon Dioxide Emissions Measurement)
· Draft Explanatory Statement for the Vehicle Standard (Australian Design Rule 114/00 - Carbon Dioxide Emissions Measurement)
· Methods of converting the type-approval CO2 emission values of light vehicles for Australia's New Vehicle Efficiency Standard, Prepared by The International Council on Clean Transportation
(129 page(s), in English), (14 page(s), in English), (36 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/AUS/25_08270_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/AUS/25_08270_01_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/AUS/25_08270_02_e.pdf
Reducing Surface Transport Emissions Branch
Surface Transport Emissions and Policy Division
Department of Infrastructure, Transport, Regional Development, Communications, Sport and the Arts
cleanercars@infrastructure.gov.au

	6.
	Description of content: 
The Australian Government is proposing a new vehicle standard to enable the application of the New Vehicle Efficiency Standard Act to specified vehicles with a gross vehicle mass over 3,500kg and less than 3,855kg.
This notification outlines the Australian Government's intention to adopt a new Vehicle Standard (Australian Design Rule (ADR) 114/00 - Carbon Dioxide Emissions Measurement) to mandate carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions testing requirements for specified vehicles with a gross vehicle mass (GVM or maximum laden vehicle mass) between 3,500kg and 3,855kg from 1 January 2027. This proposed rulemaking will align Australia's CO2 testing requirements with equivalent US standards for light duty vehicles, which apply to vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating up to 8,500 pounds.
This new vehicle standard is proposed as an initial step to enable vehicles with a GVM up to 4,500kg that are marketed to be driven by consumers (such as full-sized sport utility vehicles and pick-ups) to be subject to the requirements of the New Vehicle Efficiency Standard Act 2024 (the NVES Act). This was foreshadowed by the Australian Government in the 'Cleaner, Cheaper to Run Cars: The Australian New Vehicle Efficiency Standard' Impact Analysis', which was notified in March 2024 (G/TBT/N/AUS/166 refers).
The NVES Act sets sales weighted average carbon dioxide emissions targets for vehicle manufacturers supplying vehicles covered by the NVES Act with a GVM rating up to 4,500kg to Australia from 2025. The NVES Act commenced on 1 January 2025, with assessment of compliance commencing for all NVES Act covered vehicles supplied from 1 July 2025.
The NVES Act uses the carbon dioxide numbers entered for each covered vehicle on the Australian Government's Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV) to determine whether a manufacturer complies with the NVES. The carbon dioxide emissions number reported on the RAV is determined in accordance with the relevant Australian Design Rule for measuring carbon dioxide emissions.
The Australian Government adopted the New Vehicle Efficiency Standard Determination 2024 on 27 November 2024 to exempt vehicles that do not have a CO2 test procedure mandated by an ADR (such as vehicles with a GVM above 3,500kg) from assessment of compliance under the NVES Act, until the calendar year after a CO2 emissions test has been mandated by an ADR.
Now that an appropriate test has been identified, the Australian Government proposes that vehicles with a GVM over 3,500kg and less than 3,855kg be required to obtain a CO2 emissions test from 1 January 2027. A further rulemaking is proposed to amend the New Vehicle Efficiency Standard Determination 2024 to include these vehicles in the NVES framework from 1 July 2027. Further consultation will be undertaken in 2026-2027 to determine a CO2 test procedure for specified vehicles between 3,855kg and 4,500kg, to enable their inclusion in the NVES from 2030.
The proposed standard adopts a conversion procedure to enable vehicles tested to WLTP or US test procedures to comply with the NVES Act
As the CO2 emissions targets mandated by the New Vehicle Efficiency Act 2024 (the NVES Act) are based on the test adopted in UN Regulation No. 101 (commonly known as the New European Driving Cycle or NEDC), Appendix B of the draft ADR 114/00 specifies a procedure to enable vehicles tested to the WLTP or 40 CFR 600 to calculate an equivalent carbon dioxide emissions value for reporting on the Register of Approved Vehicles (RAV) for the purposes of the New Vehicle Efficiency Standard. This conversion procedure was developed by the Australian Government with the assistance of the International Council on Clean Transportation in consultation with an 'Emissions Testing Technical Working Group' comprising representatives from vehicle manufacturers and other stakeholders with an interest in the New Vehicle Efficiency Standard. A copy of the supporting analysis for this conversion procedure is attached to this notification.
If a manufacturer does not wish to use this procedure, the proposed ADR 114/00 will also allow vehicles to be tested in accordance with UN Regulation No. 101 to determine the CO2 emission number reported on the RAV to comply with the NVES Act.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The transport sector currently accounts for 21 per cent of Australia's domestic greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, with light passenger and commercial vehicles accounting for the majority of these emissions. The proposed measure is intended to support the achievement of Australia's updated Nationally Determined Contribution under Article 4 of the Paris Agreement.; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
· New Vehicle Efficiency Standard Determination 2024
· New Vehicle Efficiency Standard Act 2024 
Relevant notifications:
· G/TBT/N/AUS/166

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined; Mandated compliance proposed for specified vehicles with a GVM up to 3,855kg supplied from 1 January 2027 to enable these vehicles to be included in assessments of compliance under the NVES Act from 1 July 2027.

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 12 January 2026
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Office of Global Trade Negotiations
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Canberra
Tel: +(61) 2 6261 1111
Email: tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au
Website: https://www.dfat.gov.au/
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