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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED KINGDOM
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Health and Safety Executive (HSE)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Biocidal Products 

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): RENEWAL DECISION TO BE TAKEN FOR CREOSOTE AS PRODUCT TYPE 8 WOOD PRESERVATIVE IN GREAT BRITAIN;; (9 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/GBR/25_08229_00_e.pdf
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Policy Group
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
TBTEnquiriesUK@trade.gov.uk

	6.
	Description of content: This decision will be taken by the Secretary of State to renew the approval of creosote as an active substance for use in biocidal products of product-type 8 until 31 March 2033 for the following uses:
· railway sleepers
· transmission poles
· fencing (safety critical uses, namely those requiring compliance with BS8417 service factor D)
· surface treatment of wood for the above uses when modified at the point of installation

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: HSE's evaluation concluded that, although sufficiently effective, creosote is a carcinogen, reprotoxin, is persistent, bioaccumulative and toxic, and all intended uses result in unacceptable risks for human health and, in most use cases, the environment. As a result, creosote meets the exclusion criteria in Article 5(1) of Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 on Biocidal Products (as assimilated into the law of Great Britain) (GB BPR), and the approval may only be renewed if any of the conditions in Article 5(2) are met. Additionally, creosote is a candidate for substitution under Article 10(1).
Under Article 10(3) HSE consulted on candidates for substitution and gathered information on the availability of suitable and sufficient alternatives.
HSE's analysis of the information received through the consultation concluded that creosote fulfils the conditions for derogation in Article 5(2)(c) of GB BPR, namely that not approving the active substance would have a disproportionate negative impact on society when compared with the risk to human health, animal health or the environment arising from the use of the substance.; Protection of human health or safety; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Assimilated Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 on making available on the market and use of biocidal products: (GB BPR)
Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 May 2012 concerning the making available on the market and use of biocidal products (Text with EEA relevance) (legislation.gov.uk)
Assimilated Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1062/2014 of 4 August 2014 on the work programme for the systematic examination of all existing active substances contained in biocidal products referred to in Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council (The GB Review Regulation)
Commission Delegated Regulation (EU) No 1062/2014 of 4 August 2014 on the work programme for the systematic examination of all existing active substances contained in biocidal products referred to in Regulation (EU) No 528/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council (Text with EEA relevance) (legislation.gov.uk)
Biocides regulation, supply and use - HSE
Ministerial decisions taken under the Great Britain Biocidal Products Regulation (GB BPR)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: Quarter 1 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: 1 April 2026; Periods of grace may be applied to existing stocks of biocidal products of up to 180 days for supply, and up to an additional 180 days for use (Article 52 of GB BPR applies). 
To allow time for product authorisations to be amended and supply chains to adjust, a period of grace of 12 months is granted for the placing on the market of creosote-treated timber for the uses that are not being renewed.
Creosote-treated timber must not be placed on the GB market on or after 1 April 2027 for use as:
• fencing (non-safety critical uses)
• tree stakes
• marine applications
• environmental barriers
• industrial landscape retaining timbers
• cladding for non-residential buildings

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 30 January 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Policy Group
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
TBTEnquiriesUK@trade.gov.uk
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