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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: AUSTRALIA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Australian Competition and Consumer Commission (ACCC)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): HS Code 9503.00.30

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Limited review of the mandatory safety standard for aquatic toys; (11 pages, in English) accessed via link below.; (11 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/AUS/25_07966_00_e.pdf
https://consultation.accc.gov.au/accc/limited-review-of-aquatic-toys-mandatory-standard/

	6.
	Description of content: The mandatory standard for aquatic toys the Consumer Goods (Aquatic Toys) Safety Standard 2020 (the mandatory standard) was first introduced in 1986 to ensure aquatic toys supplied in Australia have key safety features and labelling to reduce the risk of serious injury or death to children from drowning. 
The ACCC is conducting a limited review of the mandatory standard. The purpose of this limited review is to seek stakeholder views about:
· updating the mandatory standard to reference and allow compliance with the 2022 and 2023 versions of the currently referenced voluntary ISO and Australian standards
· whether adding dynamic references is appropriate - so updates to referenced voluntary standards flow through to the mandatory standard
· transition periods to support industry compliance.
Significant changes such as altering the scope of the mandatory standard or other major requirements (such as performance measures) are not being considered in this limited review.
The mandatory standard was last updated in 2020 and prescribes safety and labelling requirements for use in play in shallow water, and able to bear the mass of a child under the age of 14. Aquatic toys are inflatable and non-inflatable aquatic toys and items that can be worn or attached to the body (including inflatable novelty shapes, inflatable boats that are toys and that by virtue of their size and design are intended for use in shallow water, and unattached complete or partial rings).
The mandatory standard does not apply to beach balls, body boards, kickboards, surfboards, inflatable airbeds and inflatable boats for use in deep water.
The mandatory standard references and allows compliance with parts of the 2018 voluntary international standard ISO 8124-1:2018 Part 1: Safety aspects related to mechanical and physical properties, and the 2019 voluntary Australian standard AS/NZS ISO 8124.1:2019 Safety of toys Part 1: Safety aspects related to mechanical and physical properties.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The objective of the mandatory standard is to reduce risk of serious injury or death to children from drowning. It provides manufacturers and suppliers with design and labelling requirements for aquatic toys.
Referencing the updated versions of the referenced voluntary standards, including as they are updated from time-to-time, would mean products can keep pace with the latest product safety developments.; Protection of human health or safety; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
· Consultation for the limited review of the aquatic toys mandatory standard - https://consultation.accc.gov.au/accc/limited-review-of-aquatic-toys-mandatory-standard/
· Current mandatory standard - Consumer Goods (Aquatic Toys) Safety Standard 2020
· ACCC Product Safety page – Aquatic Toys mandatory standard
· The voluntary international and Australian standards are available for purchase from Standards Australia, Intertek Inform or Accuris.

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined; Not applicable - we are consulting on whether the mandatory standard should be updated.
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined; Not applicable

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 16 January 2026
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Office of Global Trade Negotiations
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Canberra
Tel: +(61) 2 6261 1111
Email: tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au
Website: https://www.dfat.gov.au/
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