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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: CANADA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA)

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Fruits and Vegetables (HS codes Level 1, 07 and 08)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): Safe Food for Canadians Regulations; (226 page(s), in French), (226 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2025/2025-10-08/html/sor-dors192-eng.html

	6.
	Description of content: The Government of Canada is committed to reducing red tape. In support of this commitment, the Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has made the following amendments to the Safe Food for Canadians Regulations (SFCR) to remove outdated and unnecessary rules. 
Removed prescriptive labelling requirements for fresh fruit and vegetables (FFV)
The CFIA has removed various prescriptive labelling requirements for FFV from for the SFCR. These include:
· exempting certain consumer prepackaged FFV from the requirement to provide the net quantity on a label;
· exempting FFV packaged in a clear protective wrapper or bag from mandatory labelling requirements;
· amending the minimum font size for mandatory information to 1.6mm for both consumer packaged FFV and FFV packaged for shipping; and
· making size designation statements optional for FFV labels.
In addition, the CFIA has amended the Units of Measurement for the Net Quantity Declaration of Certain Foods (which is incorporated by reference into the SFCR) to allow certain prepackaged and consumer packaged FFV (such as ears of fresh sweet corn) to be declared by weight, volume, or numerical count.
The objectives of the labelling amendments are to reduce regulatory burden, without compromising food safety or consumer protection. The amendments do not trigger any mandatory labelling changes and are consistent with the Codex Alimentarius Commission (Codex) labelling standards.
Modernized Canada's approach to FFV grades
The CFIA has modernized Canada's approach to FFV grades by transferring the responsibility for maintaining and updating Canada's FFV grades (except for onions, potatoes, apples) from the CFIA to the Fruit and Vegetable Dispute Resolution Corporation (DRC) in a new IBR document entitled the "Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Grade Requirements". This will allow Canada's FFV grades to be more responsive to industry needs, new innovations, and enable market competitiveness.
The CFIA will establish a memorandum of understanding (MOU) with the DRC to set appropriate terms regarding maintaining the grade standards. The CFIA will be responsible for providing a final analysis of the updates to ensure conformity with the SFCR and trade obligations and will continue to be responsible for enforcing the grades.
The CFIA will continue to maintain the grade standards for onions, potatoes, and apples given that the grading import requirements for these FFV support trade. They will continue to be maintained in the "Canadian Grade Compendium: Volume 2 – Fresh Fruit or Vegetables" incorporated by reference document. The CFIA will also maintain the grade standards for imports prescribed in the "Canadian Grade Compendium: Volume 9 – Import Grade Requirements" and the "Grade Standard Requirements for Fresh Fruits or Vegetables Imported from the United States".
The CFIA has also removed the mandatory grading requirement for FFV to be manufactured, processed, or preserved (e.g., apples used in apple juice or fruit used in purees in pastries and yogurt cups). This will reduce regulatory burden and provide increased flexibility for industry.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The CFIA amended the FFV labelling requirements to reduce red tape and overly prescriptive requirements, to reduce regulatory burden and industry costs, and to support trade, without compromising food safety or protection.
The CFIA modernized the approach for the development and maintenance of the Canadian fresh fruit and vegetable grade standards, to support a more efficient model for grades that will facilitate trade, innovation and enable market competitiveness.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Not Applicable

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 8 October 2025
Proposed date of entry into force: 8 October 2025

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: Not Applicable
[ ] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
Canada's Notification Authority and Enquiry Point
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division
Global Affairs Canada
111 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G2
Canada
Telephone: (343)203-4273
Fax: (613)943-0346
E-mail: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca
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