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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED KINGDOM
If applicable, name of local government involved (Articles 3.2 and 7.2): Welsh Government

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Local Government, Housing, Climate Change, Rural Affairs - Welsh Government

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], Other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS codes or national tariff lines. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): 7310211900 (cans for drinks) and 392330 (plastic drinks bottles)

	5.
	Details of notified document(s) (title, number of pages and languages, means of access): The Deposit Scheme for Drinks Containers (Wales) Regulations 2026; (129 page(s), in English)
Link to notified document(s) and/or contact details for agency or authority which can provide copies upon request: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/GBR/25_06088_00_e.pdf
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Group
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
tbtenquiriesuk@businessandtrade.gov.uk

	6.
	Description of content: This legislation will set out to establish a Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) for drinks containers where consumers are charged a deposit up-front when they buy a drink in a container that is in-scope of the scheme. The deposit can then be redeemed when the empty container is returned to a designated return point. 
The DRS in Wales will cover containers made from Polyethylene Terephthalate (PET) plastic, glass, aluminium and steel from 150ml, up to 3 litres and will cover both single-use and reusable containers.
There will be a phased approach for the gradual introduction of reuse and transitional arrangements to avoid disruption and the need for different labelling or changes to production and distribution systems.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The introduction of a DRS will see Wales follow international best practice by including reusable as well as single-use drink containers within the scheme. This in turn will support Wales to continue its progress amongst the world's best for recycling as it continues to make progress to a more sustainable and efficient circular economy. The notification of the scheme follows those in Scotland, Northern Ireland and England and its implementation will see the whole of the UK covered by Deposit Return Schemes.
Deposit Return Schemes have been widely implemented internationally, with the evidence demonstrating their effectiveness in tackling litter, improving recycling, reducing emissions and supporting the rollout of reuse. Having reusable containers that are designed to be collected, washed and refilled multiple times delivers benefits for the environment, the economy and society. As well as avoiding waste and keeping materials in use for longer, it encourages better use of resources, supports reduced costs to businesses in relation to the materials required for drinks containers and can create green jobs. A reuse-focused DRS can also help contribute to lower living costs and reduced inequality. All these benefits will support delivery against the Welsh Government's policy objectives and deliver against international obligations relating to decarbonisation and delivery of the UN Sustainable Development Goals.; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
The Deposit Scheme for Drinks Containers (Wales) Regulations 2026
Beyond Recycling is Wales's circular economy strategy. It focuses on keeping materials in use and avoiding all waste and commits to making Wales a zero waste, net zero carbon nation by 2050.
The Wellbeing for Future Generations (Wales) Ac 2015 - sets out the legal framework to improve social, economic, and cultural well-being for everyone in Wales. It requires the Welsh Government and public sector to consider the long-term impact of their decisions, work closely with people and communities, and tackle issues like poverty, health, and climate change.
Towards Zero Waste is Wales' plan for improving waste management and resource efficiency. It includes targets to cut overall waste by 25% and to halve avoidable food waste by 2025. By 2050, the aim is to have no waste going to landfill or incineration, and to reduce the environmental impact of waste to within "one planet" ecological limits; roughly 65% less waste than current levels. The plan is underpinned by three principles: waste prevention, resource efficiency and maximising recycling. It is supported by regulations and sector plans that require action from all parts of society.
G/TBT/N/GBR/85 - The Deposit Scheme for Drinks Containers (England and Northern Ireland) Regulations 2024
G/TBT/N/GBR/96 - The Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland (Amendment) Regulations 2025 The Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland 

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 25 March 2026
Proposed date of entry into force: 6 months from adoption

	10.
	Provision of comments
Final date for comments: 16 November 2025
[X] 60 days from notification 
Contact details of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification: 
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Group
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
tbtenquiriesuk@businessandtrade.gov.uk
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