	[bookmark: bmkRestricted]
	

	[image: ]
	

	
	[bookmark: bmkSymbols]G/TBT/N/CAN/747

	
	[bookmark: bmkDate][bookmark: spsDateDistribution]4 July 2025

	[bookmark: bmkSerial](25-4360)
	[bookmark: bmkTotPages]Page: 1/2

	[bookmark: bmkCommittee]Committee on Technical Barriers to Trade
	[bookmark: bmkLanguage][bookmark: spsOriginalLanguage]Original: English, French



tbtSymbol

- 1 -

[bookmark: spsSymbolHeader]G/TBT/N/CAN/746

- 2 -

NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: CANADA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Department of Health
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Precursor chemicals and certain equipment (i.e. pill presses and encapsulators) that are controlled in Canada because they can be used in illegal drug production

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Regulations Amending the Precursor Control Regulations (Increased Regulatory Oversight) (19 pages, in English and French)
Order Amending Schedule IX to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (2 pages, in English and French)

	6.
	Description of content: The purpose of this notification is to let members know that on June 28, 2025, Canada published a regulatory proposal for public comment that would increase oversight of precursor chemicals and designated devices under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act and also increase Health Canada's regulatory flexibility and agility.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The overdose crisis remains a significant and complex public health and public safety issue in Canada that impacts individuals, families and communities. Most of the overdose deaths in Canada involve illegally produced fentanyl. Canadian law enforcement agencies have noticed an increase in the domestic production of illegal fentanyl and fentanyl analogues in clandestine laboratories by organized crime groups as well as the illegal importation and diversion of chemical ingredients (precursors) and drug manufacturing equipment (designated devices) used to support said production. In response, Canadian law and border enforcement agencies have targeted precursors and designated devices entering Canada. To support these efforts, the Government of Canada is proposing targeted amendments to the Precursor Control Regulations (PCR) and Schedule IX to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (CDSA) that would increase regulatory oversight of precursors and designated devices.
Overall, the proposed amendments are not expected to impose unnecessary barriers to trade but members may wish to consider Canada's proposal to expand import registration requirements for designated devices. Under the CDSA, it is prohibited to import a designated device (i.e. pill presses, encapsulators) into Canada without first registering the importation with the federal Ministry of Health (Health Canada). The proposed regulatory changes would expand registration requirements for designated devices to include certain component parts (i.e. punches, moulds and dies) suitable for use in a designated device. As is currently the case, importers would be required to provide proof of the import registration at the time of importation.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Notice of intent: Proposal to amend the regulations for precursors and designated devices under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act:
Canada Gazette, Part I, Volume 159, Number 5 (available in English and French)
Regulations Amending the Precursor Control Regulations (Increased Regulatory Oversight) (available in English and French)
Order Amending Schedule IX to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act(available in English and French)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: A 45-day public consultation period has been launched. Due to the significant public health and public safety risks associated with illegal drug production in clandestine laboratories, the intent is to publish final regulations in the Canada Gazette, Part II in fall 2025.
Proposed date of entry into force: It is proposed that the regulations would come into force on the date of final publication.

	10.
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Final date for comments: 12 August 2025

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
Order Amending Schedule IX to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-06-28/html/reg3-eng.html (English)
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-06-28/html/reg3-fra.html (French)
Regulations Amending the Precursor Control Regulations (Increased Regulatory Oversight)
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-06-28/html/reg2-eng.html (English)
https://gazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-06-28/html/reg2-fra.html (French)
Canada's Notification Authority and Enquiry Point
Global Affairs Canada
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division
111 Sussex Drive Ottawa (Ontario)
K1A 0G2 Canada
Tel: (343)203-4273
Fax: 613-943-0346
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca
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