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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: SWITZERLAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Federal Office for the Environment
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs
Holzikofenweg 36
3003 Berne
tbt@seco.admin.ch
www.seco.admin.ch 

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Genetically modified plants, plant material, seeds and animals

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Amendment to the Federal Law of 21 March 2003 relating to Non-human Gene Technology

	6.
	Description of content: Switzerland has adopted in a referendum in November 2005 a moratorium on the cultivation of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) in Switzerland. Since its introduction, this moratorium has been renewed several times, the last time until 31 December 2025 (see notification G/TBT/N/CHE/252). 
According to art. 37a of the Federal Act on Non-Human Gene Technology, "licenses for placing on the market of genetically modified plants and parts thereof, of genetically modified seeds and other reproductive plant material, and of genetically modified animals shall not be granted for agricultural, horticultural or sylvicultural purposes for the period until 31 December 2025". The moratorium does not cover research activities (including field releases of GM plants, authorized and supervised by the competent authorities) with GMOs nor the placing on the market of food, feed, drugs, etc. consisting of or containing GMOs.
A parliamentary initiative from September 2024 proposed to renew the moratorium until 31 December 2027 (report available in french, german and italian). The Federal Council proposed to renew the moratorium until 31 December 2030 (statement available in french, german and italian). Both parliament chambers subsequently approved the Federal Council's proposal. The final vote in the parliament chambers is scheduled for 20 June 2025. More information on this parliamentary business (including press releases) is availabe on the website of the Federal Assembly in french, german and italian.
The reason for this extension is the ongoing work on a new act on plants obtained by new genomic techniques. A draft act is currently in public consultation (available in french, german or italian). The new act aims at introducing a risk-based authorisation regime for plants obtained by new genomic techniques, while also the uncertainty that persists concerning mandatory coexistence between GMOs and non-GMOs , the legal status of organisms obtained by new genomic techniques and risks management measures of the latter organisms shall be resolved. Simultaneously to the entering into force of this new act, the moratorium shall be lifted for plants obtained from new genomic techniques. The draft act will be subject to a separate WTO TBT notification.
The moratorium does not cover research activities (including field releases of GM plants, authorized and supervised by the competent authorities) with GMOs nor the placing on the market of food, feed, drugs, etc. consisting of or containing GMOs.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: protection of GMO-free production from contamination by GMO; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Federal Law of 21 March 2003 relating to Non-human Gene Technology: https://www.admin.ch/opc/fr/classified-compilation/19996136/index.html
See also links under "Description of content"

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 20 June 2025; Both parliament chambers have agreed to the extension of the moratorium. The final vote is scheduled for 20 June 2025.
Proposed date of entry into force: 1 January 2026

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
not yet available
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