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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: NEW ZEALAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry of Health
PO Box 5013 Wellington 6140
New Zealand
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
TBT Enquiry Point of New Zealand
Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
Ph +64 4 896 5711
wto@standards.co.nz
www.mbie.govt.nz

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Pharmaceutical products

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Title: Medicines Amendment Bill 2025
; (14 page(s), in English)

	6.
	Description of content: The Medicines Amendment Bill:
· introduces a verification pathway whereby medicines can be approved for distribution in New Zealand if they have been approved by 2 recognised overseas jurisdictions.
· enables more flexible approaches to prescription and administration of medicines so that patients can get access to the medicines they need more efficiently, supported by the latest science and best practice.
· updates the settings for the Medicines Classification Committee, by modernising the membership requirements for the Committee and removing outdated provisions from the Act.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The purpose of this Bill is to increase patients' access to medicines by updating the Medicines Act 1981. The Bill will reduce some of the barriers patients are facing, result in more efficient processes and reduce the administrative burden for the sector.; Protection of human health or safety

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
https://bills.parliament.nz/v/6/BFAA07B4-837C-425E-0D57-08DD6FF875CC?Tab=history
https://www.health.govt.nz/system/files/2025-04/regulatory-impact-statement-proposed-verification-pathway-medicines-approvals.pdf

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: The Bill is expected to be enacted and come into force in October 2025.
Proposed date of entry into force: For the proposed verification pathway, while the Bill is expected to be enacted in October 2025, the pathway requires secondary legislation to be developed before it can become operational. We anticipate this will be developed by the end of 2025.

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [ ] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
https://www.legislation.govt.nz/bill/government/2025/0134/5.0/LMS1035396.html#LMS1035399
Ministry of Health
PO Box 5013 Wellington 6140
New Zealand
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