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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: SWITZERLAND
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Federal Office for the Environment FOEN
Monbijoustrasse 40
CH-3011 Berne
Postal address: CH-3003 Berne
Switzerland
chemicals@bafu.admin.ch, www.bafu.admin.ch
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
State Secretariat for Economic Affairs SECO
Holzikofenweg 36
CH-3003 Berne
Switzerland
tbt@seco.admin.ch, www.seco.admin.ch

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Chemical substances; Products of the chemical industry (ICS code(s): 71.100)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Draft Revision of the Ordinance of the Federal Council concerning amendments of the Ordinance on the Reduction of Risks relating to the Use of Certain Particularly Dangerous Substances, Preparations and Articles (Chemical Risk Reduction Ordinance, ORRChem, Fedlaw number: SR 814.81); (46 page(s), in Italian), (46 page(s), in German), (47 page(s), in French)

	6.
	Description of content: In accordance with adopted amendments and additions to Annex XVII of the REACH Regulation and decisions of the conference of the Parties to the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, the ORRChem shall be supplemented with the following provisions:
· The manufacture, placing on the market, and use of Dechloran Plus and UV-328, as well as substances and preparations containing these substances, will be prohibited. In addition, articles containing these two substances may not be placed on the market. Temporary exemptions have been established for uses where more time is needed to switch to alternatives;
· The existing provisions on per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFASs) are supplemented by bans on the placing on the market of perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA) and its precursors, which are based on Regulation (EU) 2024/2462. The regulations cover applications such as certain textiles, paper or cardboard materials that come into contact with food, and preparations such as ski waxes or cosmetics;
· The placing on the market of preparations containing microplastics shall be banned. This affects all industrial sectors that use microplastics in their products, such as the cosmetics, and detergent industries, the plant protection product and fertilizer industries, and manufacturers of synthetic sports surfaces with infill granules. The same exemptions from the bans and phasing-in of the bans for the various product categories as provided for in Regulation (EU) 2023/2055 apply;
· Since alternative substances exist for thermal stabilization, restrictions on lead in PVC should be adopted in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2023/925. To enable material recycling, exemptions are provided for products containing recovered PVC.
· In order to protect the general public from exposure to formaldehyde in indoor living spaces and road vehicles, the placing on the market of articles and road vehicles that exceed emission limits for formaldehyde shall be prohibited. The provisions are identical to those of Regulation (EU) 2023/1464.
· The draft also contains provisions restricting the use of ozone-depleting substances, substances that are stable in the air (fluorinated greenhouse gases), partially halogenated unsaturated hydrofluorocarbons (HFOs) and fluorinated ketones. The specific applications addressed for these substances are foams, switchgear, aerosol dispensers as well as refrigeration, air conditioning and heat pumps. The regulations concerning ozone-depleting substances and substances that are stable in the air serve to fulfill international obligations under the Montreal Protocol. The regulations concerning HFOs and fluorinated ketones are justified by their degradation products in the atmosphere, which are extremely long-lived per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The updated rules are based on the provisions of Regulation (EU) No. 2024/573.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The purpose of this revision of the Chemical Risk Reduction Ordinance (ORRChem) is to ensure the protection of human health and the environment from adverse effects of hazardous chemicals; Protection of human health or safety; Protection of the environment; Reducing trade barriers and facilitating trade

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Current version of the Ordinance of the Federal Council concerning amendments of the Ordinance on the Reduction of Risks relating to the Use of Certain Particularly Dangerous Substances, Preparations and Articles and link to where the adopted consolidated version will be published : RS 814.81 - Ordonnance du 18 mai 2005 sur la réd... | Fedlex

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: November 2025
Proposed date of entry into force: 1 December 2025

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/CHE/25_03576_00_f.pdf
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