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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: CANADA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Department of Health
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
Canada's Notification Authority and Enquiry Point
Global Affairs Canada
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division
111 Sussex Drive
Ottawa (Ontario) K1A 0G2
Canada
Tel: (343)203-4273
Fax: 613-943-0346
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [ ], 2.10.1 [X], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Drugs
Phenethyl bromide (HS code: 2903999090)
Propionic anhydride (HS code: 2915900090)
Benzyl chloride (HS code: 2903999090)
Carisoprodol (HS code: 2924199090)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Amending Schedule V to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Accelerated scheduling of three fentanyl precursor chemicals and carisoprodol) (3 pages, in English and French)
Order Amending Schedule V to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Fentanyl Precursors and Carisoprodol) (14 pages in English, 16 pages in French)

	6.
	Description of content: The purpose of this notification is to let members know that on February 27, 2025, Canada took swift action to temporarily control the following substances under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act:
· phenethyl bromide
· propionic anhydride
· benzyl chloride
· carisoprodol
These substances are now being considered for longer-term control under the same Act.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Protection of Public Health and Public Safety
The overdose crisis and illegal synthetic drugs such as fentanyl have had a tragic impact on people across the country. As part of Canada's Border Plan, the Government of Canada is taking concrete action to further strengthen border security, including by increasing support to law enforcement agencies to detect, intercept, and disrupt the illegal trade of fentanyl and precursor chemicals.
While all known essential fentanyl precursors are already controlled in Canada, other chemicals can also be used in the illegal production of fentanyl. There is evidence that phenethyl bromide is being imported into Canada for the purpose of illegal fentanyl production, and that propionic anhydride and benzyl chloride can also be used to illegally produce fentanyl. Additionally, on March 12, 2025, the Commission on Narcotic Drugs approved a recommendation to schedule carisoprodol under Schedule IV to the United Nations' Convention on Psychotropic Substances (1971). As a party to this convention, Canada is expected to take measures to control carisoprodol domestically.
Given the significant risks these substances pose to public health and public safety, on February 27, 2025, Canada took swift action to control these substances under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act on a temporary basis. This action provided law and border enforcement agencies with additional tools to prevent their importation, distribution and use. Canada is now considering longer-term controls for these substances as one action among many to help disrupt the production and supply of illegal drugs, both in Canada and internationally.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Notice of intent to control fentanyl precursor chemicals and carisoprodol under the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act:
Canada Gazette, Part I, Volume 159, Number 1: Extra (available in English and French)
Order Amending Schedule V to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Fentanyl Precursors and Carisoprodol): SOR/2025-64
Canada Gazette, Part II, Volume 159, Number 6 (available in English and French)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 27 February 2025
Proposed date of entry into force: Spring 2025, (phenethyl bromide and carisoprodol, April 14; propionic anhydride and benzyl chloride, May 29)

	10.
	Final date for comments: 30 May 2025

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
The electronic version of the regulatory texts can be found at:
Notice of Intent
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-02-14-x1/html/extra1-eng.html (English)
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-02-14-x1/html/extra1-fra.html (French)
Order
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p1/2025/2025-02-14-x1/html/extra1-eng.html (English)
https://canadagazette.gc.ca/rp-pr/p2/2025/2025-03-12/html/sor-dors64-fra.html (French)
Or requested from:
Canada's Notification Authority and Enquiry Point
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division
Global Affairs Canada
111 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G2
Canada
Telephone: (343) 203-4273
Fax: (613) 943-0346
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca
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