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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: AUSTRALIA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
Australian WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Office of Global Trade Negotiations
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Canberra ACT 0221
tbt.enquiry@dfat.gov.au
+61 2 6261 1111

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [X], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Raw logs, sawn wood, plywood, pulp, paper, and wooden furniture products (HS: 44, 47, 48 and 94 as listed in section 5 of the Illegal Logging Prohibition Rules 2024; both imported and domestically grown and processed)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Illegal Logging Prohibition Amendment (Strengthening Measures to Prevent Illegal Timber Trade) Act 2024 (Cth) and Illegal Logging Prohibition Rules 2024 (Cth); (55 page(s), in English), (17 page(s), in English)

	6.
	Description of content: Australia's Illegal Logging Prohibition Amendment (Strengthening Measures to Prevent Illegal Timber Trade) Act 2024 amends the Illegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012 to clarify certain offences; introduce additional enforcement mechanisms; introduce powers to allow the testing of timber products using timber identification technologies; introduce powers allowing the publication of details of certain offences; and allow the Minister to make rules prescribing certain matters permitted by the Act.
The Illegal Logging Prohibition Rules 2024 prescribe due diligence requirements for Australian importers and processors of regulated timber products to reduce the risk of illegally logged timber entering the Australian market. The Rules replace the earlier Illegal Logging Prohibition Regulation 2012 which prescribed similar due diligence requirements. Australian importers and processors must put in place a due diligence system; gather information before importing or processing a regulated timber product; identify and assess the risk that the regulated timber product(s) has been illegally logged; and mitigate the risk of importing illegally logged regulated timber products.
These legislative reforms are directed towards Australian importers and processors. The reforms are not expected to have impacts on legally harvested and exported regulated timber products into Australia.
For the first six months of the Rules being in effect (from 3 March 2025 – early September 2025), the Australian government will focus on education and guidance to support Australian importers and processors in complying with new due diligence requirements. On a case-by-case basis, the Australian Government proposes to conduct audits in relation to whether an importer or processor has complied with the due diligence requirements for importing regulated timber products or processing raw logs.
If WTO members wish to provide feedback on the reformed legislation, please do so within the 60 days following this notification date. Feedback will be considered and included as necessary in future revisions to ensure the reformed legislation is effective minimising the risk of creating unnecessary impost to Australia's trading partners.
Additionally, the Australian Government will be updating Country Specific Guidelines early in operation of the reforms. This presents an additional opportunity for WTO members to provide feedback, recognising the importance of bilateral cooperation in addressing the damage caused by illegal logging globally.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: These laws aim to reduce the harmful impacts of illegal logging by restricting the importation of illegally logged timber and timber products into Australia, and the processing of domestically grown raw logs that have been illegally harvested. Following extensive review and consultation, Australia's illegal logging laws have been reformed to ensure they remain fit-for-purpose and aligned with international best practice to protect the Australian market from illegally logged timber.; Prevention of deceptive practices and consumer protection; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
· Illegal Logging Prohibition Amendment (Strengthening Measures to Prevent Illegal Timber trade) Act 2024: Federal Register of Legislation - Illegal Logging Prohibition Amendment (Strengthening Measures to Prevent Illegal Timber Trade) Act 2024
· Illegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012: Federal Register of Legislation - Illegal Logging Prohibition Act 2012
· Illegal Logging Prohibition Rules 2024: Federal Register of Legislation - Illegal Logging Prohibition Rules 2024

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: -
Proposed date of entry into force: 3 March 2025

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [ ] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
- Illegal Logging Prohibition Amendment (Strengthening Measures to Prevent Illegal Timber Trade) Act 2024: https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2024A00084/asmade/text
- Illegal Logging Prohibition Rules 2024: https://www.legislation.gov.au/F2024L01758/asmade/text
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