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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: REPUBLIC OF KOREA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Ministry of Environment
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
Chemicals Policy Division,
Environmental Health Bureau,
Ministry of Environment
499, Hannuri-daero,
30102, Republic of Korea
Tel: 82-44-201-6779
Fax: 82-44-201-6786
E-mail: jamie17@korea.kr
Website: www.me.go.kr

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Chemical Substances

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Draft partial amendment of the Enforcement Decree of the Act on Registration and Evaluation of Chemical Substances; (23 page(s), in Korean)

	6.
	Description of content: A. Criteria for designation of hazardous substance [Article 3 & Attachment 1 of the amended Enforcement Decree]
- The definitions of "human acute hazardous substance", "human chronic hazardous substance", and "ecologically-hazardous substance" are newly inserted in the Act on Registration and Evaluation of Chemical Substances (hereinafter referred to as "the Act") [Please refer to the partial amendment of the Act of 6 February 2024]. Accordingly, the amended Enforcement Decree states criteria for designating these three categories of hazardous substance.
B. Legal basis for establishment of the Hazards Evaluation Committee as an expert sub-body of the Chemicals Evaluation Committee [Article 7 of the amended Enforcement Decree]
C. Revision of terminology in line with the amended Act [Article 11, Article 20-2, Article 27 and Article 31 of the amended Enforcement Decree]
- In the Act, Article 2(6) is revised, and Article 2(6-2) and Article 2(6-3) are newly inserted, and Article 2(10) is deleted. Accordingly, terminologies in relevant provisions of the Enforcement Decree are also modified in line with the amended Act.
D. As Article 19-3 and Article 42(3) are newly inserted in the Act, chemical substances that the necessity of hazard evaluation is recognized are added into the amended Enforcement Decree. [Article 16 of the amended Enforcement Decree]
E. The amended Enforcement Decree states a broader scope of data that can be disclosed even when data protection is requested pursuant to Article 45 of the Act. [Article 30 of the amended Enforcement Decree]
F. Provisions regarding delegation or entrustment of the authority are amended. To unify interlinked works of different agencies into one agency, the Korea Environment Corporation (KECO) is entrusted to receive a report on appointment or dismissal of only representative (OR), and then issue a notice of reporting. In addition, works regarding submission order of reports or data, and access to facilities and business places under Article 43(1) of the Act are conducted by the head of a regional environmental office. [Article 31 of the amended Enforcement Decree]

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Protection of human health or safety; Protection of animal or plant life or health

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
ME Public Notice No. 2025-48 (24 January 2025)
Referenced Notification(s):
· G/TBT/N/KOR/1180
· G/TBT/N/KOR/1211

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: 7 August 2025
Proposed date of entry into force: 7 August 2025

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
Korea WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Technical Regulatory Policy Division
Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS)
93 Isu-ro Maengdong-myeon Eumseong-gun
Chungchungbuk-do
27737
Tel: +(82) 43 870 5315
Fax: +(82) 43 870 5682
Email: tbt@korea.kr
Website: https://www.knowtbt.kr
https://opinion.lawmaking.go.kr/gcom/ogLmPp/81436?opYn=Y&cptOfiOrgCd=1480000&isOgYn=Y&myOpnYn=N&btnType=1
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/KOR/25_01379_00_x.pdf
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