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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: DENMARK
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
The Danish Energy Agency, Copenhagen
Carsten Niebuhrs Gade 43
DK-1577 København V
Denmark
Phone: +45 30 92 67 00
E-mail: bioenergi@ens.dk
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
Danish Business Authority
Langelinie Allé 17
DK-2100 Copenhagen O
Denmark
Phone: +45 35 29 10 00
E-mail: notifikationer@erst.dk

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Cereal straw and husks, unprepared, whether or not chopped, ground, pressed or in the form of pellets. (HS code(s): 1213); Fuel wood, in logs, billets, twigs, faggots or similar forms; wood in chips or particles; sawdust and wood waste and scrap, whether or not agglomerated in logs, briquettes, pellets or similar forms (HS code(s): 4401); Wood wool; wood flour. (HS code(s): 4405)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Bekendtgørelse om bæredygtighed og besparelse af drivhusgasemissioner for biomassebrændsler og flydende biobrændsler til energiformål, m.v. (41 pages in Danish)
Bekendtgørelse om Håndbog om opfyldelse af bæredygtighedskrav og krav til besparelse af drivhusgasemissioner for biomassebrændsler og flydende biobrændsler til energiformål (HB 2021) (123 pages in Danish); (41 page(s), in Danish), (123 page(s), in Danish)

	6.
	Description of content: The proposed rules impose requirements on biomass fuels produced from wood used in installations for the production of electricity, heating or cooling. In addition, requirements are imposed on importers and producers of wood pellets, wood briquettes and firewood consumed for individual heating in households.
The following describes the changes to the legislation resulting from an over-implementation of or a national discretion in relation to the provisions on sustainability criteria and greenhouse gas emission savings resulting from Directive (EU) 2018/2001 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 December 2018 on the promotion of the use of energy from renewable sources, as amended by Directive (EU) 2023/2413 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 October 2023 (hereinafter referred to as REDIII).
The proposed changes to the legislation will imply that more plants and thus more biomass will be covered. Thus, plants using biomass fuels consisting of woody biomass for the production of electricity, heat or cooling with a total thermal input of up to and including 1 MW will be covered by criteria for sustainability and greenhouse gas emission savings from 1 January 2028. The applicable limit in the existing Danish legislation is 2.5 MW. The requirements will apply to these smaller plants in the same way that the requirements under the REDIII shall apply to plants with a total thermal input of 7.5 MW or more for solid biomass fuels.
From 1 January 2028, the proposed rules will also apply to importers and producers of wood pellets, wood briquettes or firewood for individual heating in households, if the company produces or imports a total of at least 5,000 tonnes of wood pellets, wood briquettes or firewood annually. This is a tightening of the limits compared to the current Danish rules for importers and producers, where the company is covered if it produces or imports at least 5,000 tonnes of wood pellets, 5,000 tonnes of wood briquettes or 5,000 tonnes of firewood annually.
Further, the proposed rules introduce a new requirement for cascading use of woody biomass, which follow from REDIII. Companies must minimise the risk of market distortions and damage to biodiversity and climate in their supply chains.
Additionally, the stricter requirements for greenhouse gas emission savings for biomass from agriculture, which follow from the revised REDIII, are implemented in a simplified version. The simplification means that all installations above the installation limits must achieve an 80 per cent. savings; however, at different times up to 2030.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The regulation is intended to ensure an overall reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and to protect the environment by taking biodiversity into account as much as possible. In 2024, the Danish sustainability requirements for woody biomass were evaluated. One of the key points was that there is a high probability that the vast majority of wood fuel consumption consists of fractions of wood that can be described as residues, including residues from forestry. It was also assessed that the sustainability requirements overall do not fully ensure that Denmark only consumes woody biomass fuels that consist of residues with a low impact on climate and biodiversity. There are thus relevant climate and biodiversity factors that the sustainability requirements in the existing Danish legislation do not regulate.
The proposed rules regarding sustainability requirements for woody biomass are intended to further reduce the risk of woody biomass from unsustainably pathways being used for energy in Denmark. Overall, the regulation will ensure that almost all woody biomass used for energy purposes in Denmark meets established criteria for sustainability and greenhouse gas emission savings.
The proposed regulation will continue to contribute to ensuring that woody biomass in Denmark comes from places where the forests' carbon stocks and sinks are maintained and that emissions in the production chain are limited at the same time. The requirements will thus contribute to the global climate effort and to achieving European climate goals.
The Danish regulation already in force prohibit forest biomass from areas/countries where carbon stocks are falling and where forests are not forest certified. The proposed rules ensure even more than before that biomass from nature conservation areas cannot be used, and that consideration is given to areas and special species of particular biodiversity value, e.g. in connection with clear-cutting and the removal of dead wood. It will also ensure that biomass cannot be transported over very long distances or that a large amount of fossil energy is used, e.g. for the processing of wood pellets. Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Bekendtgørelse af lov om fremme af vedvarende energi (Proclamation of the Act on the Promotion of Renewable Energy)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: 21 May 2025

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [ ] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
Danish Standards
Göteborg Plads 1
Nordhavn
DK-2150
Tel: + (45) 39 96 61 40
Fax: + (45) 39 96 61 01
Email: wto@ds.dk
Website: http://www.ds.dk
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/DNK/25_01244_00_x.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/DNK/25_01244_01_x.pdf
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