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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: CANADA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Department of Health
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
Canada's Notification Authority and Enquiry Point
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division
Global Affairs Canada
111 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G2
Canada
Telephone: (343) 203-4273
Fax: (613) 943-0346
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Prepackaged food products (ICS: 67.230)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Proposal to modify the Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims (free of sugars)

	6.
	Description of content: Health Canada's Food and Nutrition Directorate is proposing a modification to the energy-related condition of the "free of sugars" claim in the Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims ("Table"). In July 2022, Health Canada revised the conditions for the "free of sugars" claim (item 37 of the Table), with the intention of making the energy requirements less restrictive. As a result, foods making a "free of sugars" claim can now meet the criteria for the "low in energy" claim (that is, 40 calories or less), rather than the criteria for the "free of energy" claim (less than 5 calories). The updates to item 37, however, unintentionally affected chewing gums. Consequently, chewing gums that were previously exempt from the energy requirements of the "free of sugars" claim may no longer be in compliance with the Food and Drug Regulations after the applicable transition period ends on December 31, 2025.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: It was not Health Canada's intent to restrict chewing gums from making a "free of sugars" claim. Consequently, Health Canada intends to modify the Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims, to reintroduce the energy-related chewing gum exemption to item 37, column 2, paragraph (b), for the "free of sugars" claim (further described in the document referenced above).
The purpose of this information document is to publicly announce the Department's intention in this regard and to provide the appropriate contact information for those wishing to submit comments, inquiries or new scientific information relevant to the proposal.

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
Health Canada's Food and Nutrition Directorate's "Notices of proposal and notices of modification" webpage, posted on 17 January 2025 (available in English and French):
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/legislation-guidelines/acts-regulations/notices-proposal-notices-modification.html (English)
https://www.canada.ca/fr/sante-canada/services/aliments-nutrition/legislation-lignes-directrices/lois-reglements/avis-proposition-avis-modification.html(French)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: The proposed modification will be legally enabled once published in Health Canada's incorporate by reference document "Nutrition Labelling — Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims": https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/technical-documents-labelling-requirements/table-permitted-nutrient-content-statements-claims/table-document.html
Proposed date of entry into force: The proposed modification noted in this document comes into force the day it is made to the document, Nutrition Labelling — Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims (https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/technical-documents-labelling-requirements/table-permitted-nutrient-content-statements-claims/table-document.html), and published on Health Canada's website.

	10.
	Final date for comments: 2 April 2025; The final date for comments is 02/04/25, 75 days from the date of the publication of the notice of "Proposal to modify the Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims (free of sugars)" on Health Canada's website.

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
The Notice of "Proposal to modify the Table of Permitted Nutrient Content Statements and Claims (free of sugars)" is available through the following weblink:
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/food-nutrition/legislation-guidelines/acts-regulations/notices-proposal-notices-modification/table-permitted-nutrient-content-statements-claims-free-of-sugars.html (English)
https://www.canada.ca/fr/sante-canada/services/aliments-nutrition/legislation-lignes-directrices/lois-reglements/avis-proposition-avis-modification/tableau-mentions-allegations-autorisees-concernant-teneur-nutritive-sans-sucres.html(French)
Or requested from:
Canada's Notification Authority and Enquiry Point
Technical Barriers and Regulations Division
Global Affairs Canada
111 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 0G2
Canada
Telephone: (343) 203-4273
Fax: (613) 943-0346
Email: enquirypoint@international.gc.ca
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