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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: REPUBLIC OF KOREA
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): 

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Korea Forest Service (KFS)
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
Address: 57, Hoegi-rol, Dongdaemun-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea, 02455
Tel.: (+82) 2 961 2704
E-mail: hsj17@korea.kr
Website: http://www.forest.go.kr

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [X], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): Sawn Timber (HS 4407), Preservative-Treated Wood (HS 4407, 4407111010, 4407122010, 4407131000), Fire Retardant Wood (HS 4407, 4407111020, 4407122020, 4407132000), Wood Plastic Composites (HS 4411), Glued Laminated Timber (HS 4418, 441881, 441882), Plywood (HS 4408), Particleboards (HS 4410), Fiberboards (HS 4411), Oriented Strand Board (HS 4410), Wood Flooring (HS 4409, 4409102000, 4409222000, 4409292000), Wood Pellets (HS 4401, 440131000), Wood Chips (HS 4401, 4404), Wood Briquettes (HS 4401, 440132000), Agglomerated Wood Charcoal (HS 4402, 44021010, 44022010, 44029010), Charcoal (HS 4402)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: Detailed Designation and Recognition Criteria of Overseas Agencies of Standards and Quality for Wood Products; (18 page(s), in Korean)

	6.
	Description of content: 
1. Clarification of Required Documents for Application Institutions (Article 2)
- Institutions applying to be designated as overseas inspection agencies are required to submit inspection records only if such records exist. Additionally, examples of evidence to be submitted when the institution does not own testing equipment have been provided.
2. Clarification of the Evaluation Process and Criteria for Appropriateness in Designating Overseas Inspection Agencies (Article 3, Appendix 4)
- The composition of the evaluation team responsible for reviewing applications for designation as overseas inspection agencies, the procedure for handling applications, and criteria for re-evaluation have been clarified.
3. Clarification of Guidance and Inspection Procedures for Overseas Inspection Agencies (Article 4)
- During on-site investigations, criteria have been established to verify compliance with the "Standards and Quality Requirements for Wood Products" in accordance with Article 4, Paragraph 1 of the regulation and Article 20 of the Act on the Use of Wood.
4. Resetting of Review Deadlines and Supplementary Provisions (Article 5, Supplementary Provisions)
- Review deadlines have been set in accordance with the Regulations on the Issuance and Management of Directives and Guidelines.
5. Update of Major Quality Testing and Analytical Equipment for Each Category of Wood Products (Appendix 1)
- Quality testing and analytical equipment that must be possessed by institutions applying for designation as overseas inspection agencies have been updated to match the standards applied to domestic institutions.
6. Addition of an Inspection Agency Designation Form (Annex)
- A template for the designation certificate of overseas inspection agencies has been added.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: Quality requirements

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
National Institute of Forest Science Announcement 2025-3 (16 JAN 2025)

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: To be determined
Proposed date of entry into force: To be determined

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
Korea WTO TBT Enquiry Point
Technical Regulatory Policy Division
Korean Agency for Technology and Standards (KATS)
93 Isu-ro Maengdong-myeon Eumseong-gun
Chungchungbuk-do
27737
Tel: +(82) 43 870 5315
Fax: +(82) 43 870 5682
Email: tbt@korea.kr
Website: https://www.knowtbt.kr
https://opinion.lawmaking.go.kr/gcom/admpp/44606?announceType=TYPE6&mappingAdmRulSeq=2000000314844&isOgYn=Y&opYn=Y&cptOfiOrgCd=1400000&stYdFmt=2022.+9.+1.&btnType=1
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/KOR/25_00891_00_x.pdf
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