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NOTIFICATION
Addendum
The following communication, dated 7 January 2025, is being circulated at the request of the delegation of the United States of America.

_______________
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Description: On 28 October 2024, the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) published a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) (notified as G/TBT/N/USA/480/Rev.1) proposing to amend certain regulations governing positive train control (PTC) systems. Through oversight and continued engagement with the industry, FRA has found that its existing PTC regulations do not adequately address temporary situations during which PTC technology is not enabled, including after certain initialization failures or in cases where a PTC system needs to be temporarily disabled to facilitate repair, maintenance, infrastructure upgrades, or capital projects. FRA expects PTC systems to be reliable and robust, further reducing the occurrence of initialization failures and outages. The NPRM proposes to establish strict parameters and operating restrictions under which railroads may continue to operate safely in certain necessary scenarios when PTC technology is temporarily not governing rail operations. By this notice, FRA is extending the NPRM's comment period, which will close on 27 December 2024, by 15 days.
The comment period for the proposed rule published 28 October 2024, at 89 FR 85462, is extended. Comments should be received on or before 11 January 2025.
89 Federal Register (FR) 104510, 23 December 2024; Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Parts 236:
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-23/html/2024-30594.htm
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2024-12-23/pdf/2024-30594.pdf
This extension of comment period and the notice of proposed rulemaking notified as G/TBT/N/USA/480/Rev.1 are identified by Docket Number FRA-2023-0064. The Docket Folder is available on Regulations.gov at https://www.regulations.gov/docket/FRA-2023-0064/document and provides access to primary documents as well as comments received. Documents are also accessible from Regulations.gov by searching the Docket Number. WTO Members and their stakeholders are asked to submit comments to the USA TBT Enquiry Point. Comments received by the USA TBT Enquiry Point from WTO Members and their stakeholders by 4pm Eastern Time on 11 January 2025 will be shared with the FRA and will also be submitted to the Docket on Regulations.gov if received within the comment period.
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