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NOTIFICATION
The following notification is being circulated in accordance with Article 10.6

	1.
	Notifying Member: UNITED KINGDOM
If applicable, name of local government involved (Article 3.2 and 7.2): Scottish Government

	2.
	Agency responsible: 
Circular Economy Division, Directorate for Environment and Forestry, Scottish Government
Name and address (including telephone and fax numbers, email and website addresses, if available) of agency or authority designated to handle comments regarding the notification shall be indicated if different from above: 
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Policy, Implementation and Negotiations
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
tbtenquiriesuk@businessandtrade.gov.uk

	3.
	Notified under Article 2.9.2 [X], 2.10.1 [ ], 5.6.2 [ ], 5.7.1 [ ], 3.2 [ ], 7.2 [ ], other: 

	4.
	Products covered (HS or CCCN where applicable, otherwise national tariff heading. ICS numbers may be provided in addition, where applicable): 7310211900 (cans for drinks)
392330 (plastic drinks bottles)

	5.
	Title, number of pages and language(s) of the notified document: The Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland (Amendment) Regulations 2025
The Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland (Designation of Scheme Administrator) Order 2025; (19 page(s), in English), (24 page(s), in English)

	6.
	Description of content: These Regulations will apply to all businesses that operate in Scotland.
These Regulations will amend the existing Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland Regulations 2020 which establish the Deposit Return Scheme (DRS) in Scotland. The DRS will require consumers to be charged a deposit up-front for drinks containers when they buy a drink in a container that is in the scope of the scheme - currently all single-use drinks containers from 150ml up to 3 litres in polyethylene terephthalate (PET) bottles, steel and aluminium cans. The deposit can then be redeemed when the empty container is returned to a return point. The deposit provides a financial incentive for consumers to return drinks containers for recycling.
These Regulations introduce the following provisions into the DRS for Scotland
·Requirement for any person who markets, offers for sale or sells drinks containers subject to DRS (known as "scheme articles") that any such products are labelled with a scheme logo issued by the scheme administrator. If the scheme administrator has issued a scheme packaging logo or specified requirements for a scheme code, those must also be used on any scheme articles.
·The DRS start date is moved to 1 October 2027.
·The size of the containers within the scope of the scheme is set at between 150ml to 3 litres.
·Containers within the scope of the scheme if they are made of steel, aluminium or PET plastic.
These Regulations are complemented by the Order which will, following an administrative application process, designate the scheme administrator of the DRS in Scotland. The scheme administrator is required to ensure that a DRS logo is issued to producers so that producers can comply with their labelling obligations under the Regulations. The scheme administrator is also enabled to provide a DRS packaging logo and a DRS code for use by producers.
These Regulations and the Order will ensure maximum interoperability between the Scottish DRS and those operating in England and Northern Ireland.

	7.
	Objective and rationale, including the nature of urgent problems where applicable: The main objective of the DRS is the protection of the environment through creating a circular economy, and quality requirements of recyclable materials.–. The Scottish Government recognises that interventions are needed to bring about the systemic and behavioural change necessary to fulfil these aspirations.
The main policy driver for the Regulations is to promote and secure an increase in recycling of PET plastic, steel and aluminium materials, forming part of the Scottish Government's response to the global climate emergency.
In Scotland the Deposit Return Scheme aims to:
· Increase the quantity of target materials captured for recycling.
· Improve the quality of materials captured, to allow for higher value recycling.
· Encourage wider behaviour change around materials.
<; Protection of the environment

	8.
	Relevant documents: 
The Deposit and Return Scheme for Scotland Regulations 2020
Draft DRS amended regulations (attached)
Draft Designation Order (attached)
UKG WTO notification

	9.
	Proposed date of adoption: June 2025
Proposed date of entry into force: 1 October 2027 for the new labelling requirements introduced by the Regulations.
(Other provisions in relation to the administration of the Scheme come into force when the Regulations and the Order are made which is likely to be around June 2025).

	10.
	Final date for comments: 60 days from notification

	11.
	Texts available from: National enquiry point [X] or address, telephone and fax numbers and email and website addresses, if available, of other body: 
UK TBT Enquiry Point
Trade Policy, Implementation and Negotiations
Department for Business and Trade
Old Admiralty Building
London
SW1A 2DY
tbtenquiriesuk@businessandtrade.gov.uk
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/GBR/25_00282_00_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/GBR/25_00282_01_e.pdf
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2025/TBT/GBR/25_00282_02_e.pdf



 
 
 
image1.emf

