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NOTIFICATION
Addendum
The following communication, received on 24 February 2026, is being circulated at the request of the Delegation of the United States of America.

_______________


	Maximum Line Speed Under the New Swine Slaughter Inspection System (NSIS)

	FSIS is proposing to amend the Federal meat inspection regulations to allow establishments operating under the NSIS to determine their own line speeds based on their ability to maintain process control. FSIS is also proposing to clarify that the FSIS inspector may reduce the rate of establishment operations at any point in the slaughter process when, in their judgement, there is a loss of process control, or a carcass-by-carcass inspection cannot be adequately performed within the time available due to the manner in which the swine are presented to the online carcass inspector or the health condition of the particular herd. Finally, FSIS is proposing to amend the regulations to remove the requirement that NSIS establishments submit an annual attestation to FSIS stating that they maintain a program to monitor and document work-related conditions of establishment workers. The proposed amendments would allow NSIS establishments to slaughter swine more efficiently while continuing to ensure food safety and effective online carcass inspection.
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/19/2026-03228/maximum-line-speed-under-the-new-swine-slaughter-inspection-system-nsis
https://members.wto.org/crnattachments/2026/SPS/USA/26_01125_00_e.pdf

	This addendum concerns a:

	[ ]	Modification of final date for comments

	[ ]	Notification of adoption, publication or entry into force of regulation

	[X]	Modification of content and/or scope of previously notified draft regulation

	[ ]	Withdrawal of proposed regulation

	[ ]	Change in proposed date of adoption, publication or date of entry into force

	[ ]	Other: 

	Comment period: (If the addendum extends the scope of the previously notified measure in terms of products and/or potentially affected Members, a new deadline for receipt of comments should be provided, normally of at least 60 calendar days. Under other circumstances, such as extension of originally announced final date for comments, the comment period provided in the addendum may vary.)

	[ ]	Sixty days from the date of circulation of the addendum to the notification and/or (dd/mm/yy): 20 April 2026

	Agency or authority designated to handle comments: [ ] National Notification Authority, [ ] National Enquiry Point. Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

	Rachel Edelstein, Assistant Administrator, Office of Policy and Program Development, at Tel: +(202) 205 0495 or docketclerk@usda.gov with a subject line of "Docket No. FSIS 2025– 0009."

	Text(s) available from: [X] National Notification Authority, [ ] National Enquiry Point. Address, fax number and e-mail address (if available) of other body:

	https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/FR-2026-02-19/pdf/2026-03228.pdf
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